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INCREDULITY SATISFIED. 


Some people seem incredulous regard- 
ing our great combination offer. They 
do not see how it can be possible for us 
to give away our song books, “Christian 
Melodies,” if they are the high grade, 
superior books that we claim they are. 
They are skeptical and are heard to re- 
mark: “Can these books be worth any- 
thing and be given away on such easy 
terms?” We trust that no time will be 
lost by any one worrying over how we 
can afford to do this. We are responsi- 
ble for that. As to the quality of the 
book we will let it speak for itself. All 
it needs is a chance. It wins its way on 
its merit. We do everything we can to 
enable every one to become familiar with 
this book. Sample copy will be sent post- 
paid for 30 cents. Pamphlets containing 
twelve full pages of the book may be 
had by churches desiring to test the 
songs for 75 cents a hundred, postpaid. 
We believe the book to be vastly superior 
to anything of its kind available. It 
contains the finest quality of paper and 
has the most desirable and durable bind- 
ing. It is a sewed book, which every one 
familiar with book manufacture knows 
to be the best binding. Considerable 
money could have been saved in the cost 
of these books if we had bound them 
with rivets or staples, as all cheap books 
are bound. Whenever any kind of patent 
rivet for binding is substituted for gen- 
uine cord sewing it is done to cheapen 
the cost and does not make as durable a 
book. Christian Melodies is so bound 
that it will open flat without injury and 
will lay open without assistance. No 
riveted book will do this. In mechanical 
construction and general artistic appear- 
ance Christian Melodies has no equal. 
The quality of its music is certainly ex- 
traordinary. Such unanimity of expres- 
sions of commendation would not have 
come to us voluntarily from leading mu- 








sicilans and singing evangelists every- 
where if the class of music was not of 
very high order. No one who has seen 
and used the book has expressed an ad- 
verse opinion. They all with one ac- 
cord pronounce the book the finest they 
have ever seen. We give a few speci- 
men letters from those who have used 
the book: 


Many thanks for “Christian Melodies.” 
You have a good book and no one will 
make a mistake if they adopt it.—H. A. 
Eastman, Singing Evangelist, Danville, 
Ill. 

Keokuk, Iowa, Nov. 22, 1899.—We have 
used “Christian Melodies” the past three 
weeks in our meeting and it is certainly 
the most effective all around book for 
Gospel work that I have ever used.—J. 
A. L. Romig, Evangelist. 

Sullivan, Ill., Nov. 16, 1899.—Allow me 
to say that for its purpose “Christian 
Melodies” is the best that I have ever 
seen. This is also the judgment of my 
wife, who is a singing evangelist of seven 
years’ experience.—E. W. Brickert, Pas- 
tor. 

Keokuk, Iowa, Nov. 22, 1899.—We used 
“Christian Melodies” in our meeting and 
must say it is the best book for evangel- 
istic services I have ever seen, and be- 
lieve it is equally as well adapted for all 
ehurch or Sunday-schooi work.—A. F. 
Sanderson, Pastor. 

I am delighted with your new book, 
“Christian Melodies.” I trust its sweet 
songs will gladden many sad lives and 
prove a blessing to the Church of Christ. 
I shall be pleased to use it in the Pacific 
Garden Mission.—Harry Monroe, Supt. 
Pacific Garden Mission, Chicago. 

Ridge Farm, Ill., Nov. 16, 1899.—Wil! 
say that I have examined your “Chris- 
tian Melodies” and find that they are 
excellent, and can highly commend them 
to congregations or singing evangelists. 
They are the books for Sunday-schools 
and revivals.—C. C. Berry, Evangelist. 

Fargo, Mich., Feb. 26, 1900.—Wife and 
I have examined “Christian Melodies” 
and will say we have utterly failed to 
find a good song. They are all of the bet- 
ter and best quality. It is the finest 
work I have seen. They are all highly 
polished gems and are sure to meet the 
approval of the public.—Meade E. Dutt. 

Blue Mound, IIl., Nov. 10, 1899.—After 
receiving sample copy of “Christian Mel- 
odies” I ordered 100 copies of the book, 
which we are now using in our church 
and Sunday-school. We ‘sed them dur- 
ing our protracted meeting of five weeks, 
resulting in fifty-one additions to the 
church. The book is all right. We like 
it very much.—E. T. Clements. 

I have recently had an opportunity to 
examine carefully nearly all of the hymn 
books now on the market and say with- 
out hesitation that “Christian Melodies” 
published by the Oracle Publishing Co. is 
decidedly the best that I have yet run 
across. T. H. Stark, 

Choirmaster Austin Christian Church, 


This is the kind of book we are giving 
away for clubs of subscribers to The 
Christian Century, as indicated in the 
advertisement on another page. It may 
seem incredible but is nevertheless true. 
This is by far the greatest offer ever 
made by any of our publishing houses, 
and is creating a great deal of comment. 
The idea of getting twenty-five dollars 
worth of such desirable song’ books abso- 
lutely free seems too good to be true, 
but do not doubt, my brother. If you 
have not already begun the canvass go 
to work at once and in a few hours you 
can clear $25 for your church, 


SS Literature 


Four Lesson Annuals 


xz. The Lesson Commentary for 
Senehese ene simneet <Saseens $1. ay 
paid; $9. r doz. not it- . 
‘He x for the Senior 
3 cents per Copy, 
postage peepee: $8.60 per doz., not prepaid. 
3. The Lesson entor for Junior 
; 26 cents per copy. tage prepaid; 
$2.40 per dozen, not pre . 
4: ape wey svamee for the 
mary Classes: cents per copy 
prepaid; $2.00 per dozen, not prepaid. 


Four Lesson Quarterlies 


1. The Bible Student for Teachers 
and Advanced Classes: Ten copies, per 
srartes, in clubs to one address, 70 cts.; 25, 

1.60; $3.00; 100, $5.50. 

a. The Scholar’s Quarteriy for the 
Senior Classes: Ten - es, per quarter, in 
clubs to one address, 40 cents; 25, 90 cents; 
60, $1.60; 100, $3.00. 

3. The Youth's Quarterly for Janior 
Classes: Single copy, per quarter, 5 cents; 
ten copies or more to one address,2 1-2 cents 
per copy, per quarter. 

4. The Primary Quarterly for Pri- 
mary Classes: Single copy, per quarter, 6 
cents; five copies or more to one address, 
cents per copy per quarter. 


Three Weeklies 


1, Our Young Folks, a large 16-page 
Illustrated Weekly, nearly four times as 
large as the ordinary Sunday-school paper, 
for Sunday~-school Teachers, Advanc 
Pupils, Christian Endeavorers, and in fact 
for all Working Members of the Christian 
Church, with a well-sustained department 
also for the Home Circle, adapted to the 
wants of the whole family. Single copy, 76 
cents per year; in clubs of 20 or more, 60 
cents—12 1-2 cents per quarter. 

2. The Sunday-School Evangelist 
for the Boys and Girls of the Intermediate 
Department, with bright Pictures, Lessons 
and Entertaining Stories. In clubs of not 
less than ten copies to one address, 30 cents 
per year—8 cents per quarter. 

3- e Little Ones, for the Little 
Folks, with Beautiful Colored Pictures {a 
every number. In clubs of not less than 6 
copies, 25 cents a copy per year—6 1-4 cents 
per quarter. 


Concerning Samples 
If your school has not been using these 
publications, samples of all, except the Les- 
son, Annuals may be had Free for the ask- 
ing. Your School deserves the Best Supplies 
Published, especially when they are to be 

had at the Lowest Rates. 


HH I He ee Le se Le 


Oracle Publishing Co., 
358 Dearborn St., 
Chicago. 
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G. Valentine, James D. Ciump, John 
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If You but Knew. 
If you but knew 
How all my days seemed filled with 
dreams of you; 
How sometimes in the silent, restless 


night 

Your eyes thrill through me with their fire 
so bright; 

How oft I hear your voice when others 
speak, 


How you ‘mid other forms I vainly seek, 

Oh! love more real than through such 
dreams were true, 

If you but knew. —Selected. 


THE PROGRESS OF THE DISCIPLES. 

There has come enlargement of vision 
to the Disciples of Christ as a people in 
the process of their growth. But few ex- 
cept the most clear-sighted of the fathers 
themselves saw the breadth and beauty 
of the plan proposed by Mr. Campbell 
and his helpers. It has been a work of 
education to get our people past the nar- 
rowness that characterized some of the 
views held in the second generation of 
our movement, and to an appreciation of 
the extent and magnificence of the work 
proposed by the fathers, 

The platform of our early preachers 
was the restoration of Christianity and 
the lost unity of the Church by emphasis 
upon the truth that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God. The proclamation of 
this truth tended to make our plea prop )- 
sitional; that is to say, we called men 
to the acceptance of a proposition. Tie 
tendency since that time has been to ap- 
preciate that which the fathers fully un- 
derstood with reference to this truth, that 
it was not simply the acceptance of an 
article of faith, but was the loyal and 
loving surrender to a Divine Master. 
One of the signs of the times is our 
emergence from the propositional view of 
faith in Christ to the attitude of union 
with him in spirit and purposes. In other 
words, we are coming more to lay em- 
phasis upon the necessity of having in us 
the mind which was also in Christ Jesus. 

Owing to the common tendency of that 
time to insist upon divers operations of 
the Spirit independent of the Word of 
God in the salvation of men, the fathers 
sought strenuously to impress the scrip- 
tural aspect of the matter, that the Spirit 
used the Word as its method of approach. 
In, some quarters it was even preached 
that the Spirit never used any other in- 
fluence, though Mr. Campbell never held 
this view. Today there is a very general 
recognition among the Disciples of the 
fact that the Spirit of God uses many 
agencies to accomplish His divine work, 
but that in the conviction of sinners these 
center about the Word. 

Among the changes that have come is 
a larger appreciation of the work and the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the be- 
liever, and, growing out of this, a greater 
insistence upon spiritual life; a real be- 
lief in Christian experience, not as pre- 





liminary to, but as consequent upon, the 
acceptance of Christ. 

A marked characteristic of our progress 
is the decline of the polemic spirit which 
characterized the early days, and the sub- 
stitution of the constructive for the de- 
structive agencies in our propagation of 
the Gospel. Of course it is easy to see 
how our early history made the polemic 
attitude necessary. We urge the same 
truth today, but with a larger apprecia- 
tion of the good work of others. 

There is far less tendency in our ranks 
to fall into disagreement over methods of 
work and worship. In the earlier days 
we were in danger of failure to co-operate 
in the work of Christ because we could 
not agree upon plans. This spirit is pass- 
ing away. 

In our earlier years, and especially in 
the period from 1830 to 1835, there was a 
widespread expectation of the speedy ar- 
rival of the millennium, and many of our 
people, like the Thessalonians, forgot 
nearly everything else in the expectation 
of the coming of the Lord. Mr. Camp- 
bell never held this view, but Mr. Scott 
did, and it had large adherence. Per- 
haps the Disciples were not more influ- 
enced by the prevailing teachings of Mr. 
Miller than other religious bodies at the 
time, but being fewer in numbers the 
aggregate influence was greater. What- 
ever may be the views held today upon 
this point among the Disciples, and of 
course they are varied, there is no longer 
a disposition to forget the important in- 
terests of the Kingdom of Heaven in pass- 
ing excitements. The attention of our 
people as a whole is fixed upon the exten- 
sion of the Kingdom and the prevalence 
of the Spirit of Christ in the world. 

There is a growing insistence upon the 
cardinal principle of our movement, the 
union of Christians everywhere upon the 
basis of the teaching of Christ and His 
apostles. While this has always been our 
plea, we are studying it anew, and are 
increasingly willing to consider as an 
open question the means by which it may 
be most successfully accomplished. 

Our more recent movements that seem 
particularly hopeful are an increased em- 
phasis upon an educated and consecrated 
ministry, a new enthusiasm for the Word 
of God, and an increased desire to co- 
operate with our Christian neighbors in 
the practical problems of Christian serv- 
ice, and especially in the vital work of 
world-wide evangelism. 





MR. SHELDON’S CRITICS. 


The number of criticisms that have 
been passed on Mr. Sheldon’s attempt to 
edit a paper as Jesus would forcibly illus- 
trates that nothing can be done in a cor- 
ner in this closing year of the century. 
It may be that hypercriticism will be 
made upon some worthy adventures, but 


certainly none will escape analysis and 
judgment. That is well. Rarely will the 
gold be thrown away and the dross kept. 
The wind of criticism will not be strong 
enough to blow away the wheat. 

Searcely any part of The Capital has 
escaped adverse criticism. Business men 
have been the chief praisers, editors 
and preachers the chief fault-finders. Is 
it because the latter are jealous? We 
think not. It is because they are special- 
ists in their line and more quickly detect 
adventurers in their particular fields. 
The Christian press is divided as to the 
success of the experiment. 

The Christian Standard, not entering at 
all into the merits of the paper, con- 
cludes from the fact that the paper se- 
cured 300,000 or 350,000 subscribers that 
the public want a cleaner daily than any 
now published. 

The Christian Evangelist thinks the 
paper was open to criticism because it 
lacked news. It says: “But the main 
good will be in its’ tendency to strengthen 
the moral side of the daily press gener- 
ally, and make it less objectionable to 
those who believe it should be both a con- 
servator and promoter of public moral- 
a” 

The Churchman fails to find in the 
paper the proper discrimination. It con- 
tends that Mr. Sheldon injures the cause 
of morality when he places drinking 
liquor and tobacco smoking in the same 
category of sins, and likewise when he 
debars all theatrical news. It contends 
that “the instinct which takes people to 
the theater is both ancient and wide- 
spread, and has good grounds in human 
nature, and there are plays which it is 
profitable to see. The Christian teacher 
who will really profit the community is 
one who, after all due investigation, shall 
inform the public, as the editor of Life 
did a week or two ago, just what current 
plays are good to see, and what are bad.” 

The Advance sees three elements in the 
success of the enterprise—namely, Mr. 
Sheldon, “What Would Jesus Do?” and 
the experiment of a Christian daily. 

The Standard (Baptist) succinctly 
states its opinion as follows: “It ap- 
pears to us that The Capital, under the 
conditions of last week, is not a first-class 
newspaper—is not a newspaper at all, in 
the sense in which we commonly use the 
word. It is uninteresting, unattractive 
and well-nigh stupid. As a daily journal 
of events it is a flat failure, as a religious 
journal it is not a success. If The Stand- 
ard were as commonplace as The Capital 
we should expect to lose our subscription 
list speedily.” 

The Congregationalist thinks Mr. Shel- 
don signally failed to set the great dailies 
an example of how to edit a Christian 
newspaper, for he published tract and 
pamphlet material instead. Having a 
woeful lack of news, religious as well as 
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social and political, and a lack of thought, 
movements in education, religion, art, 
music, etc., it considers that it is clear 


Mr. Sheldon has not a broad view of reli- 
gion and religious movements. It con- 
cludes: “We hesitate to dogmatize upon 
what Jesus would do were He in another 
man’s place, yet it is our reverent opinion 
that Jesus, had He been in Mr. Sheldon’s 
place, would never have entered upon this 
experiment, but that, if He had, He would 
not have made such a pronounced fail- 
ure.” 

The Independent commends the expur- 
gation of questionable advertisements, 
laments Mr. Sheldon’s championing of 
Debs’ Social Democracy and his publica- 
tion of “information” as “news.” It re- 
gards the attachment of Mr. Sheldon’s 
name to every article as a violation of 
the Lord’s recommendation of privacy as 
to one’s good doings. 

After taking this hurried glance over 
the different opinions of Mr. Sheldon’s 
editorship no one would conclude that the 
Protestant religious press is likely to lose 
its influence because of stagnant uniform- 
ity. We rejoice in the freedom and fear- 
lessness and candor of these papers. 
Every departure must prove itself before 
it will be received, with confidence. 
However, it would be very strange if out 
of all the discussion called forth by Mr. 
Sheldon's experiment no good was accom- 
plished. 


eo" COMMENT. 

Ex-Alderman H. Lyman of the Twen- 
ty-third ward was shot last week by ex- 
Senator John F. O'Malley. Lyman may 
die. The shooting occurred in O'Malley's 
saloon. A ward caucus was in session 
over the candidacy of “Major” Sampson 
for alderman. These ward caucuses are not 
formal affairs; they occur while the men 
are lined up before the bar and usually 
well filled with bad whisky. O'Malley has 
been accused of killing two or three men 
in Chicago before; but he then “stood in” 
with the city administration and conse- 
quently escaped punishment. He is now 
opposed to the present mayor and so it 
will likely go hard with him. What can 
be the moral outcome of a city whose 
government is shaped in saloons, without 
whose support no mayor can win? 

Sometimes efforts for righteousness re- 
sult in an immediate advertisement of 
unrighteousness. Nothing could have 
helped the sale of “Sappho” more than 
stopping the play in New York. No man 
of self-respect ought to buy a copy now 
even though he can get it for a dime. 

Dr. Hillis in his last Sunday morning 
sermon, in preaching on “The automatic 
judgment seat in man; an outlook on the 
problem whether evolution throws any 
light upon Christ's view of future punish- 
ment,”’ said some hard words against the 
doctrine that foreordains some men to be 
lost. He said: “I would rather shake my 


fist in the face of the Eternal and fling 
every vile epithet toward the stainless 
throne, where eternal mercy sits with the 
world’s atoning Savior than lift my hand 


with that creed towards God’s throne and 
affirm that I taught or believed it.” Why 
should the newspapers give a man great 
notoriety for assailing a belief that has 
long been buried? 





The program of the Ecumenical confer- 
ence on Foreign Missions is now being 
circulated. It presents a very strong ar- 
ray of talent. There is no doubt but that 
will be the greatest missionary conven- 
tion ever assembled, It would be difficult 
to conceive of a stronger list of speakers. 
The conference will open Saturday, April 
21, in Carnegie hall, with a welcome serv- 
ice presided over by Benj. Harrison. Rev. 
Judson Smith will deliver the address of 
welcome, which will be responded to by 
representatives of several foreign delega- 
tions. While all the meetings of the main 
body will be held in Carnegie hall there 
will be a large number of sectional meet- 
ings held elsewhere. The conference con- 
tinues till Tuesday, May 1. Throughout 
the program is excellent. We trust many 
members of the Christian Church may at- 
tend. 





Mayor Van Wyck of New York seems 
to think that the city of which he is chief 
officer is quite angelic; indeed he rather 
infers in his recent statements that about 
the only imps of the lower world infest- 
ing his metropolis are those who have 
been trying to make it better, such inen 
as Dr. Parkhurst. The honorable mayor, 
however, is himself quite well versed in 
the arguments of Beelzebub. He says New 
York is as good as others, which state- 
ment is an easy subterfuge for a man who 
does not want to make it better. He ac- 
cuses men above reproach, standing high 
in the moral and religious society, of will- 
fully vilifying the city; and therefore “in- 
juring commerce or making capital, fear- 
ful of turning here for financial negotia- 
tions and loans.”” Why should a mayor 
of a great city put money ahead of men 
and mammon ahead of morals? 





. The labor strikes still continues in Chi- 
cago. Over 60,000 men are, as a result, 
out of work. It is said that the animosity 
and clashing between employers and em- 
ployes is greater in this city than in any 


other city in the country. The union 
seems to be making a test case here. The 
capitalists seem determined. They szy 


that they can stand the strike longer than 
the laborers. It is thought that if “the 
walking delegate” could be eliminated 
that the great body of laborers could 
readily come to a satisfactory understand- 
ing with the employers. But it is suggest- 
ed the positions of the officers of the 
unions are dependent upon strikes. How- 
ever, we fail to see how there could be any 
unions without officers, and how labor can 
withstand heartless capital without un- 
ions. The way out of the difficulty seems 
to be by compulsory governmental arbi- 
tration as they have in New Zealand. 
There strikes never occur. 


The pearl that grows in the mussel is 
the fruit of sickness; likewise much of the 
good and love that go to make life worth 
living are born out of suffering. 





THE CHRISTIAN PAPER. 

Mr. Sheldon’s newspaper experiment 
has not been a total failure. Many per- 
sons, who had no sympathy with his at- 
tempt to play the role of Jesus in editing 
a secular paper, have nevertheless been 
compelled to consider what the proper 
function of a newspaper should be. His 
newspaper novelty no less than his books 
give thoughtful Christians the impression 
that Mr. Sheldon is a true man but not a 
thorough thinker. With all of its sincer- 
ity “In His Steps” is shallow. “The Mir- 
acle of Markham” does not go deep 
enough for the solution of the problem 
of divided Christendom. It seems never 
to have occurred to Mr. Sheldon that the 
Word of God furnishes the key to the an- 
swer of the Prayer of our Savior for 
Christian unity. 

However, Mr. Sheldon makes other peo- 
ple think. Without grasping the differ- 
ence between a magazine and a daily pa- 
per himself he has put others who are 
publishing newspapers to thinking. Be- 
fore attempting to Christianize the secu- 
lar newspapers would it not be well to 
unsecularize our Christian papers? What 
should be the character and function of 
“the Christian paper’’? 

It should be Christian in teaching. 
The Christian newspaper is not an arena 
for scientific discussions or doubtful dis- 
putations. It should be the exponent of 
the “law and the testimony.” It should 
express the “mind of Christ.’’ We do not 
sympathize with shallow denunciation of 
the science of theology or Biblical criti- 
cism. God made the stars; man makes as- 
tronomy, the science of the stars. God 
makes the beautiful flowers; man makes 


botany. God gave us religion; man gives 
us theology. God gave us the blessed 
Bible; “holy men of God spake as they 


were moved by the Holy Spirit”; man 
gives Biblical criticism—textual and his- 
torical. As man is a rational being sci- 
ence is all right in its place. But the 
weekly Christian paper is not the place to 
discuss astronomy or botany, theology or 
Biblical criticism. There are journals for 
the proper discussion of these important 
subjects. There is no more Christianity 
in the textual criticism of the last chap- 
ter of the Gospel according to Mark or 
the historical criticism of the authorship 
of John’s Gospel than there is in a learn- 
ed dissertation on Keplar’s laws, the dis- 
secting of a human body or the analysis of 
a lily. The people, as the Greeks of old 
are saying, “Sirs, we would see Jesus,” 
the Christian paper should teach the mind 
of Christ as revealed in the Word of God 
and expressed through the Christian 
Church which is the living body of the 
living Christ. 

The Christian paper should be Chris- 
tian in spirit. Loyal yet loving; hopeful 
yet trusting. It should be catholic enough 
to subsidize truth from every quarter, but 
every department should be dominated by 
the spirit of Christ. In the spirit of the 
meek and lowly Jesus the writers should 
have due regard for the feelings of others 
both in our own brotherhood and in the 
denominations around us. This does not 
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mean that a Christian paper should be a 
pale, colorless sheet expressing no firm 
convictions for truth or burning indigna- 
tion against sin. “The saloon must go.” 
Sectarianism must give way to brotherly 
love. The Christian paper has the exam- 
ple of our Lord for denouncing sin and 
selfishness in every form. Especially 
should the Christian paper warn the 
brotherhood of which it is the exponent 
of sectarianism and pharisaism. But its 
chief function should be to inspire its 
readers with the spirit of loyalty to the 
Word of God and liberty in the Christ the 
Son of God. 

The Christian paper should be a 
newspaper. Keeping Christians in per- 
sonal touch with each other. God can best 
be translated to our fellows in terms of 
flesh and blood. We love to feel the glow 
of fellowship in Christian work. We de- 
sire te know how the battle for truth and 
righteousness is going in many a hard- 
fought field. When other great religious 
bodies are deploring their decline we 
should rejoice to report the work of our 
faithful evangelist who aid the hard- 
working pastors to victory in soul- win- 
ning. The Christian paper should be a 
clearing house for reports of Christian 
work from every quarters of the globe. 

But the chief function of the Chris- 
tian paper is to gospelize the nations. 
This is the mission of the church. The 
paper that is the exponent of Christian 
life and work should make every consid- 
eration secondary to conquering the world 
for Christ. Chas. A. Young. 





THE CHRONICLER’S DESK. 

The Chronicler, although not having 
the distinguished pleasure of ever having 
been admitted into the occult circle of a 
Browning Club, nevertheless occasion- 
ally dips into the writings of the philoso- 
pher-poet. I think it is the author of 
“Reveries of a Bachelor” who somewhere 
says that an author may learn a valuable 
lesson from a cat watching the hole in 
the floor for the mouse to come out; it is 
not yet discouraged, for it instinctively 
knows if it watches long enough it will 
be rewarded by the sudden appearance of 
that small animal that is the delight of 
the feline creature and the tormentor of 
the nervous somnambulist; so he says the 
author must patiently wait, locking into 
vacancy that does not even have an ob- 
jective hole as its terminus, and sud- 
denly the plot of the story leaps forth. 

The Chronicler would apply this same 
principle to reading Browning. Read and 
meditate, re-read and re-meditate many 
times and by and by the meaning is re- 
vealed and the universe as a connected 
whole leaps to view. 

If one should read and not meditate he 
might turn away in disgust as the man 
did who tasted the outside of the orange 
and concluded that there was no good in 
it. 


Why do men spend their money for that 
which is not bread? Why do they waste 
their time on newspaper doggerel while 
Browning remains a closed volume? He 


was right who said that the masses walk 





in beaten paths, the scientists delve, the 
poets, the painters and the musicians sail, 
the metaphysicians soar, but Browning 
does all. He is no mere rhymster. He is 
a great cosmic thinker. He agonizes for 
a guiding light and gives to the world 
some true rays that do not flicker or 
dazzle, but unerringly directs. True, his 
poetry is often “rough edge against rough 
edge with no mortar between,” but it is 
brick upon brick of observation, retro- 
spection, religion and philosophy. 

“I have lost my faith,” said a young 
man to one of England's great preachers. 
“Read Browning,” replied the clergyman, 
“and you will find it again, only more ra- 
tional, vital and abiding.” He read and 
he found. 

Once Browning was lost in the mists of 
doubt, in the fog of scepticism created by 
the writers who were exercising an influ- 
ence in England during his formative pe- 
riod. But his faith triumphed and he 
wrote such strong and beautiful songs 
that many young men and women have 
been won away from yielding to the en- 
ticing songs of the sirens. 


His love was as strong as his faith. 
He was no free lover, it had no place 
in his teachings. His devotion to his wife, 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, should prove 
an inspiration to all lovers, and husband 
and wife should never cease to be lovers. 

During fourteen years it is said he 
never, save once, ate a meal apart from his 
wife. Homely stated, Browning taught 
that every one should “strive and thrive,” 
and his striving would be assured be- 
cause God is good; He will never allow 
that there shall be “one lost good.’’ Most 
beautifully stated in the language of the 
Dean of Canterbury, he taught: “Live 
out truly, nobly, bravely, wisely, happily, 
your human life; not as a supernatural 
life, for you are a man, and not an angel; 
not eas a sensual life, for you are a man, 
and not a brute; not as a wicked life, for 
you are a man and not a demon; not as 
a frivolous life, for you are a man and 
not an insect. Live each day the true 
life of a man to-day; not yesterday’s life 
only, lest you become a murmurer; not 
to-morrow’s life only, lest you become a 
visionary; but the life of happy yester- 
days and confident to-morrows—the life 
of to-day unwounded by the Parthian ar- 
rows of yesterdays, and undarkened by 
the possible cloudland of to-morrow. Life 
is indeed a mystery, but it was God who 
gave it, in a world ‘wrapped round with 
sweet air, and bathed in sunshine, and 
abounding with knowledge,’ and a ray of 
eternal light falls upon it really here, 
and the light shall wholly transfigure it 
beyond the grave.” 





OUR NEXT GREAT DUTY. 

We should begin preparation for our 
annual offering for home missions. The 
first Sunday in May is the time, and it is 
not far distant; if our preparation is neg- 
lected that offering will not be one that 
is worthy a great brotherhood making a 
great plea. 

The claims of home missions should be 
kept before the churches every week until 
the offering is made; there is much in our 








work over which we can rejoice and en- 
thuse the people. 

We now have 109 missionaries em- 
ployed by the home board and twenty 
employed by the board of negro work, 
making 129 that are dependent upon the 
May offering for their yearly support. If 
the offering fails it affects the work for 
the whole year. 

Five years ago we had only forty-one 
employed. Last year our home missiona- 
ries brought 9,996 persons into the 
churches—an average of seventy-seven 
and one-half persons for each missionary 
employed; the next highest average was 
nineteen additions by the missionaries of 
the Lutheran Church. 

Our missionaries organized sixty-five 
churches last year—more than a new 
church each week. 

Our home board is doing ten times as 
much in city evangelization as ever be- 
fore and deserves our heartiest support 
for this growth. The claims of this work 
are manifold. It deserves our heartiest 
support. One announcement will not do. 
It will not be heard by most of the 
churches, and most of those who do hear 
it will forget it. The announcements 
should be frequent and fervent. Some- 
thing should be said in the midweek 
services and at the Endeavor services. 
An effort should be made to reach the 
entire membership. It will not do to 
mince matters or to refer to the offering 
and the cause of home missions in an 
apologetic tone. This is the Lord’s work. 
It is His great work, and it should be 
referred to with courage and with moral 
earnestness. The people should be made 
to feel that this is the noblest enterprise 
among men. It is the chief and principal 
business of redeemed souls. To this task 
all of the Christian life and thought 
should be directed; for it they should 
realize that they exist. 

Not only should there be frequent an- 
nouncements, but the people should be 
urged to lay by in store as the Lord has 
prospered them, so that when the day 
comes they may be ready to do their duty. 
This is in harmony with the advice which 
the apostle gave to the churches of his 
day. If this is not done, when the offer- 
ing is called for the people will have little 
or nothing to give. 





IN BRIEF. 


Congress this week. 


Every gift imposes responsibility. 





Every follower of Christ must be a cross 
bearer. 


“Life evermore is fed of death 
In earth and sea and sky, 

And that a rose may breathe its breath 
Something must die.” 


“Pain in the order of justice is a pun- 
ishment, in the order of mercy it is a pre- 
ventative.” 


Henry Ward Beecher thought it was 
very much easier to get a good preacher 
than a good janitor. 


The Rev. John Newton was accustomed 
to say that a sermon which was not meant 
for some one in particular was like a let- 
ter pasted without any address, 
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Kipling is in South Africa chasing the 
war muses. 


Somebody has said that a “pink tea” is 
usually followed by a blue prayer meet- 
ing. 

Robins and blue birds are singing, girls 
are skipping, boys are playing marbles— 
spring is here. 


The secretaries of the Home Board re- 
port that more churches have pledged to 
take the home offering this year than ever 
before at the same period of the canvass. 
All signs point to the greatest offering for 
this work that our churches ever made. 








Has your church pledged? Ask the 
minister; if not, write at once to Secre- 
tary Benj. L. Smith, Y. M. C. A. Bldg., 
Cincinnati, Ohio, saying you will take the 
offering. He will send you supplies free 
of charge. 





THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. 
“WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?” 

The whole Christian world has been 
stirred by the experiment of conducting a 
newspaper on the basis of the example of 
Jesus. Three million copies of a book 
have been sold in which the characters 
endeavored to determine their course of 
conduct after asking the question, “What 
would Jesus do?” In the book the author 
pictures the radical changes wrought in 
the life of an editor, an heiress, a mer- 
chant, a gifted singer, a minister of the, 
Gospel, a society young man, a favored 
railroad employe and many others after 
they had adopted the pledge to walk “in 
His steps.” The heiress divides her mil- 
lion between the endowment of the Chris- 
tian newspaper and the founding of a 
Christian settlement and institute in the 
slums of her city. The merchant puts his 
business upon a co-operative basis with 
his employes. The singer rejects not only 
all offers to sing in opera or drama, but 
all concert offers as well, and devotes her 
life to singing the Gospel in evangelistic 
services. The minister throws away his 
manuscript and preaches “out of the 
heart” to his people. The society young 
man remains in the club for the purpose 
of persuading his friends to undertake 
the better life. 





The central point of interest in the 
book, however, is the course pursued by 
the editor. The newspaper's place in our 
society is so unique and conspicuous that 
any reflection upon its present conduct or 
any scheme for its improvement is a mat- 
ter of deep concern. Therefore when the 
author of the book actually was given 
an editorial chair the whole world waited 
curiously to see the newspapers he would 
produce. The newspaper, like the book, 
has met criticism from all sides. It is not 
@ newspaper. Its first issue was by far 
the largest. The people tired of it before 
the week was over. It was stale, insipid, 
unenterprising, one-sided. It demonstrat- 
ed the editor to be a hobby rider. It as- 
sumed that the people could not draw con- 
clusions about the world’s events and so 
the editor followed telegraphic news with 
editorial comment, pointing out the 
“moral” taught by the facts. This com- 
ment was often commonplace and “goody- 
goody.” Many great departments of the 
modern newspaper were omitted altogeth- 
er. The educational feature was made 
nothing of. Notice of the great litera- 
ture that is being written to-day was eith- 
er lacking or inadequate. The editorials 
could not be compared in breadth of out- 
look and comprehensiveness to the edito- 
rial pages of our great dailies. 


Many have taken Mr. Sheldon’s failure 
to make a great newspaper as a demon- 
stration of the impracticability of his 
principle. But does Mr. Sheldon’s failure 
involve the failure of the scheme for 
which he stands? I think not. On the 
contrary, as a Christian, I feel that the 


unique power that Jesus Christ has in the 
lives of men lies in the fact that his ex- 
ample can be followed by his disciples. To 
ask the question “What would Jesus do?” 
is to carry every moral problem to the 
supreme court of appeal, and to act in 
harmony with the true answer of the 
question is to realize the moral possibili- 
ties of our being. Nor will it do for us to 
ask any other question. One minister in 
making his criticism of Mr. Sheldon says 
the question should be ““‘What would Jesus 
have me do?” But this is mere casuistry. 
Jesus would have me do precisely what 
He would do if He were in my place. So 
the original question strikes the bull’s 
eye of my problem better than this latter 
one proposed. Another objection is made 
on the ground that we cannot know what 
Jesus would do if He were editor because 
He would not be an editor of a newspaper. 
This is true, but it is no objection to the 
principle. If Jesus were here He would 
have a larger life to live than merely to 
edit a paper, or run a store or preach in 
a single pulpit. For him to do _ these 
things, to confine Himself so, would make 
Him a sinner, because He would be dis- 
placing a much larger work for which He 
was uniquely endowed. Nevertheless I 
must ask myself, “What would Jesus do’”’ 
if He were in my case? If He were en- 
dowed as I am endowed? If His environ- 
ment were mine? If His limitations were 
mine? 

This is nothing else, essentially, than 
asking the question, “What is right?” 
Jesus would do the right thing if he were 
in my place. Therefore if I do the right 
thing I will do as Jesus would do. The 
perception of this will keep me from 
fanaticism, from trying to do as Jesus 
did. I cannot do as Jesus did because I 
am not endowed like Him. If all men 
did as Jesus did the soil would go uncul- 
tivated, the factories would shut down, no 
pictures would be pointed nor music com- 
posed. Shall we say that the pursuit of 
those occupations which result in that 
stupendous thing we call civilization is 
wrong? No. Then obviously we cannot 
do as He did in literal exactness. But I 
can run my factory or till the soil, or 
paint my picture or conduct my news- 
paper in the same spirit in which Jesus 
did His lifework. If to carve a statue is 
the highest reach of my ability, then in 
the doing of it I can do as Jesus would do 
if to carve a statue was the highest reach 
of His ability. 


The power of such an ideal of life is 
that it is concrete and personal. If my 
life were determined only by rules of con- 
duct I would be constantly interpreting 
those rules to suit my bias and inclina- 
tion, even as the scribes smothered out 


the original commands with their mul- 
titude of interpretations. So my ideal 
would lose its constancy and absolute- 
ness. But the uniqueness of Christian- 
ity lies in the fact that its ideal is per- 
sonalized. Christ is not only God in the 
flesh, but he is God’s idea of what I ought 
to be. It is therefore my supreme busi- 
ness to struggle strenuously to be what 
He would be if He were in my place. 

Did I hear you ask if this ts practicable? 
My dear friend, it is the only course in 
the universe that is practicable. This 


world is keyed to righteousness and the 
only man who is practical is the righteous 
men, the Christman. 


Cc. C. M. 






METHODS IN CHURCH WORK. 


The machinery of church work seems to 
be always out of gear or in need of oil. 
It is enough to send one tc an untimely 
grave to listen to its squeaking and jar- 
ring. The Central Church of Denver is 
trying to utilize all its power, prevent 
friction and apply its force at the point 
of least resistance, fundamental princi- 
ples of mechanics, and I thought the read- 
ers of the Century would be interested in 
our efforts. 

We have of course the usual board of 
officers, consisting of six elders, sixteen 
deacons and five deaconnesses. Taken as 
a whole, these twenty-seven shepherds 
and servants are the most earnest and 
proficient that I have ever known. The 
elders have a meeting once a month and 
bring a written report to the general 
board meeting recommending final action 
on all questions that come within their 
jurisdiction. The deacons and deacon- 
esses also have monthly meetings and 
consider all matters of finance, of which 
they have entire charge. The minutes 
and retommendations of this board is 
read and adopted item by item in the 
general meeting. No new matter, unless 
it be something of very sudden and great 
importance, can be acted upon in the 
joint meeting of the boards, until it is 
embodied in the recommendation of the 
proper committee. Each society of the 
church has elected some officer as its me- 
diator and representative on the board, 
and by this plan it has a voice raised in 
its behalf when any action is being taken 
that will effect its interests. These rep- 
resentatives also present written reports 
of the needs and plans and desires of 
their respective societies. It takes the 
one hour and a half allotted to our 
monthly board meeting to receive, adopt, 
amend or reject the reports of the elders, 
deacons, society representatives, special 
committees and eleven standing commit- 
tees. The list of those committees is as 
follows: Prayer meeting, missionary, 
music, advertising, property, auditing, 
charity, baptismal, finance, special serv- 
ices and pastoral aid. The chairman of 
each committee is an officer of the church, 
while any or all the other members may 
be selected from among the best workers 
in the church. I think I could write a 
profitable paper on the work of any one 
of these committees. That of the prayer 
meeting would seem at first to be very 
easy, but in reality like all the others, its 
work is very exacting. This committee 
must give its first and best thoughts to 
enhance the interest and to increase the 
attendance at the midweek service. The 
selection of leaders and topics, the choos- 
ing of the organist, chorister and ushers 
(for these are essential in the smallest 
meeting) and the general oversight of the 
midweek service, and the preparation for 
it falls to this committee. The leaders and 
topics must be assigned not less than one 
month in advance and at least one meet- 
ing must be held with each other to de- 
cide with him on the best plans to be used 
and the methods to be pursued. The com- 
mittee on special services is composed 
of eight well-known ladies in the social 
and literary circles of Denver. Each mem- 
ber of this committee must provide spe- 
cial features for one Lord’s day services 
once in eight weeks. These extra num- 
bers added to our regular program of 
music rendered by our choir (quartette) 
gives us music second to none in the city. 
This committee as a whole arranges for 
Easter, memorial, Masonic and other 
services of this kind. 

The Pastoral Aid Committee is com- 
posed of fifty of the most devoted mem- 
bers of the congregation.. Ten names of 
our members are assigned to each com- 
mitteeman and it becomes his duty to no- 
notice if they attend services regularly 
and to see that they are not neglected in 
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any way. When any of this number are 
missed from our audiences an inquiry is 
at once instituted to learn if poverty, dis- 
ease, carelessness or absence from the 
city is the cause. In addition to this each 
committeeman is given a list of persons 
who have been members. elsewhere, 
strangers and others who seem to be fa- 
vorably impressed with our services and 
in this way they receive the proper lit- 
erature instruction and visitation. If I 
receive indications that this letter has 
been of interest and help I may write 
again on the work of the finance and 
charity committees who have in hand in 
every congregation the most difficult and 
perplexing work of the church. 
1340 Detroit st. Bruce Brown. 


JOHN HENRY’S CONVERSION. 
By The Editor. 

Both the village and the state in which 
John Henry lived had best remain name- 
less. John was a church deacon; but 
despite this fact he still retained much 
of the Adamic nature. He had a large 
family whom, because of lack of time, he 
very poorly supported. Being not a very 
thrifty individual, no one would trust 
him for an amount larger than a quarter. 
But poor as he was he never lacked mon- 
ey for tobacco, for which he had an 
enormous appetite. He used it on both 
sides of his mouth, outside as well as in- 
side. He was not wavering, but a man 
of strong convictions. With him all the 
world was either white or black. Do not 
conclude from this statement that John 
was an artist. He did not take his easel 
and paint-box and go out in the corn- 
flelds like some “dudes” from the neigh- 
boring city and daub his canvass with 
“white and black,” attempting to repre- 
sent the beautiful “yaller’ corn. No, in- 
deed, John Henry never took any notice 
of any foolishness such as light and 
shades. Expressed in his own language 
he had “no time for such tum-foolery.” 

Of course I must admit that it is my 
opinion if John had been pressed real 
hard as to the hue of the grass he might 
have harbored a passing thought as to 
its color long enough to answer, “Green,” 
but more likely he would have § said: 
“Yaller, when there has bin no rain, as 
there is not likely to be eny for months, 
becus the moon is not standin right.” 
No, John did not have any time to give 
to the consideration of the beautiful, but 
he was a great mediator. As he walked 
about the streets and alleys of the village 
meditating upon different people and 
their various doings, he always thought 
of them as either entirely good or wholly 
bad. 

He had not spoken to his old neigh- 
bor whose line fence used to be his own 
as well, before he lost his farm, for fif- 
teen years—not since they had sat on the 
line fence for a whole half day arguing 
religion and growing madder and madder, 
until John told his neighbor Servitus that 
he believed his church was wholly of the 
devil and its members would all be eter- 
nally lost. As this was not very comfort- 
ing to neighbor Servitus, much to the re- 
gret of John he decided to adjourn the 
discussion until the next world, where the 
vexed problem could likely be settled in 
less time. The obstinacy of Servitus in 
stubbornly refusing to give John any op- 
portunity to discuss religion with him 
cast a shadow of sadness over these fif- 
teen years of his life. When he heard of 
Servitus’ death he remarked to a crowd— 
remarked is scarcely the right word—he 
declared and re-declared that if Servitus 
had given him a chance it would have 
been better now for the dead man’s soul. 
But the vulgar crowd, lacking the keen, 
spiritual intuition of our friend Henry, 
did not bewail the lost opportunity of 
Servitus. They could not understand, or 
they would not. 





I want you to see the main outlines of 
my friend’s character. The answer he 
made as to the color of the grass is indi- 
eative of certain traits in his make-up: 
“Yaller, if there has bin no rain, as there 
is not likely to be eny for months, becus 
the moon is not standin right.” An 
ordinary person would have answered 
“Green,” and would have added no fur- 
ther qualifications; but you are greatly 
mistaken, dear reader, if you think John 
Henry was an ordinary mortal. He was 
an extraordinary one, and realizing this, 
he always sought to give such answers as 
other people would not. Others could an- 
swer briefly, but John considered that a 
man of his versatility must give answers 
long drawn out. Although he could not 
find time for keeping down the weeds, he 
could find ample time for giving informa- 
tion when it was needed. Again, in say- 
ing there was going to be no rain for 
months, John was honest in thinking 
that he reached his decision by the slant 
of the moon. He was simply mistaken, 
for in fact if the moon had slanted in the 
opposite direction, or had not slanted at 
all, the decision would have been the 
same. John usually thought the worst was 
going to happen. The fellow who most 
loudly berated the government, and the 
preacher who most strongly lamented the 
apostacy of all but himself and John, 
never failed to gain Henry’s taciturn ap- 
proval. 

Do not censure him. Never having seen 
the bright side of the world he could not 
but be sceptical of its existence. 

If there was ary time when John was 
happy it was during a protracted meet- 
ing when the atniosphere was conducive 
to argument. Although John never 
laughed since the first year after his mar- 
riage, because he felt the responsibility 
of life was far too great to indulge in 
such childish glee, and because he had 
never seen a smile on the picture of a 
supreme judge, nevertheless, during the 
series of meetings with a little group 
gathered around him, sitting on a dry- 
goods box, pointing out to them the fal- 
lacies of the preacher’s sermon on the 
previous evening, he had somewhat of a 
glow in his soul, and was then trans- 
posed to the seventh heaven of his soul’s 
pride. Do not think that John as he sat 
on the dry-goods box whittled, as the 
other men did. There is always some hu- 
mor in the man who sits on a box and 
whittles and watches the shavings fall at 
his feet, but John had no humor. The 
only pastime, other than arguing, in 
which he ever indulged, was chewing to- 
bacco, and both his arguing and chewing 
were intense. 

He was a terror to young preachers, If 
the preacher ever misquoted a passage of 
Scripture, or interpreted any Bible doc- 
trine different from him, his Bible class— 
if there happened to be any present— 
would be apprised of the fact and warned 
that the minister was an unsafe teacher. 
Well does the writer remember a castiga- 
tion he received at the hands of this 
Campbellite. It was a beautiful Sunday 
afternoon in spring. The birds were sing- 
ing and the trees leafing. The air was 


fragrant with the aroma of May. All 
seemed praising God. It was one of those 
times when it is easy to be good. The 


banks of the river were lined with peo- 
ple to witness the ordinance of baptism— 
the writer’s first. It seemed to him as if 
his trepidation was the only thing to mar 
the perfect beauty and harmony of the 
occasion. The people sang. 

“We shall gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river.” 

The baptisms were performed and the 
crowd was quietly dispersing. It seemed 
serious and near toGod. As soon as John 
could do so he came to me hurriedly. As 
I remember him at this distant time, al- 
though he was laboring under great ex- 
citement, his countenance was still stolid, 
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and his voice hard and metallic, unex- 
pressive of a tender soul. But there was 
a peculiar expression in his eye, indicat- 
ing the importance of his message, which 
was vociferously hurled at me in these 
words: “You have made an awful mis- 
take; you failed to say ‘For the remis- 
sion of sins.’”” He thought because I had 
not added these words to the formula 
that their baptism was not valid. I sat 
down upon the green banks among the 
peeping flowers while John stood and re- 
primanded me for a couple of hours. I 
would not have stayed so long if John 
had been the only preacher, but there 
were the flowers, and the birds, and the 
balmy air, and the memory of the song 
and service just closed. 

John’s wife did not go to church very 
much. She was not considered to be one 
of the faithful as was John, but her 
neighbors regarded her very highly. They 
thought of the division of the labor in the 
Henry family after this fashion: John, 
the one who did the going to church, the 
arguing and the thinking, and Mrs. Henry, 
the one who did the work and the train- 
ing of the children. Once when I called 
at her home, while she was busy in the 
kitchen getting dinner, I chanced to pick 
up her Bible. It was much used. The 
passages of consolation and hope were 
liberally marked. On one leaf was writ- 
ten “What is religion?” which question 
she likely heard some preacher expound 
on one of those rare occasions when she 
attended “meeting,” and underneath these 
were two words, which were evidently 
meant for the answer, “patience” and 
“prayer.” Mrs. Henry died ten years be- 
fore John. An hour before her death he 
kissed her on the brow, the first since 
their hair had turned gray many years 
ago. At her burial two tears were seen 
running down John’s cheeks. 

The neighbors noticed that after the 
death of his -wife John seemed wonder- 
fully changed. Some said he had been 
converted. He read the devotional parts 
of his Bible. His voice became softened 
and more sympathetic. Children came to 
like him. The unfortunate sought his 
counsel; his Bible class gained in num- 
bers; he rejoiced when in .revival meet- 
ings people made the confession; he 
ceased to criticise and renounced both 
pastimes, rather both vocations—that of 
chewing tobacco and that of arguing; 
the pious said he had taken up his cross. 
After his death, bearing the date of the 
year in which his wife died, in Mrs. 
Henry’s Bible under the words “Patience 
and prayer” were found these words, 
written in John’s own hand, “I have 
learned to pray.” 

Thus did a soul pass from vain profes- 
sion and rationalism into the personal ex- 
perience of a transforming Christianity. 
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NOT HUMAN CHOICE. 


There is a very large number of people, 
including many excellent Christians, who 
assume that it is their privilege to choose 
the way in which they shall obey God 
in respect to certain commands. They 
tell us that so long as one possesses the 
spirit of obedience it is immaterial as to 
whether he carry out God’s command in 
one way or in another way. They argue 
that the way of doing it is left to one’s 
choice. I fail to find any warrant in the 
Bible for such an idea. I feel quite posi- 
tive that such a notion was never toler- 
ated by God in all of the Old Testament 
dispensation. Let one read the directions 
which God gave to His people in those 
times in reference to the observance of 
the Passover, and he will see that human 


choice was completely ruled out. Every- 
thing, to the smallest feature, was ap- 
pointed and ordered by God himself. 


And this was just as true of the building 
of the tabernacle and the temple. Moses 
was strictly charged by God to do all 
things precisely as He told Moses. Moses 
had no choice in the matter in any par- 
ticular. The “pattern” was given to him 
by God, with the injunction that he must 
follow it with all fidelity. And I know 
of no reason whatever why the same 
principle does not hold true in reference 
to all of the New Testament commands 
and institutions. I do not find any hint 
there that it is permissible for Chris- 
tians tu choose how they will obey the 
explicit directions of Christ and His 
aposties, I care not what they may be. 
Of course there are general principles in 
Christianity which may now be variously 
applied; but it is not to such things that 
I am referring. I refer to vital, funda- 
mental commands and directions Which 
are always invariable; and my contention 
is that it is not left to human choice as 
to whether they shall be followed in one 
way or several ways. It is incumbent 
on men and women to strictly adhere to 
the divine instructions, thus honoring 
God as he deserves. 


C. H. Wetherbe. 


THE HOME LAND. 


The expression “home missions” should 
stir the noblest impulses of our nature. 
Patriotism, the love of one’s country, is 
a noble virtue, and makes philanthropy, 
the love of all countries, possible. Home 
is the most sacred spot on earth, and to 
elevate and ennoble it is the grandest 
work on earth. 

We offer only our patriotism as an 
apology when we say that of all of God's 
great heritage there is no land nobler 
than our own home land, with its mar- 
velous possibilties. There are important 
reasons, then, why this country should be 
evangelized. 

First, it is home, and our love of home 
should prompt us to our greatest endeav- 
ors. Then home missions is the very 
heart of all missions. The Great Master 
in giving an outline for the evangeliza- 
tion of the world indicated that the work 
should begin at home, “beginning at 
Jerusalem.” This is the divine order, and 
only as we succeed in evangelizing our 
Own country can we hope to succeed in 
the evangelization of the earth. 

Then, too, we have on our shores and 
in our great cities strangely commingling 
the peoples of all lands. The Seer of 
Patmos “saw an angel fying in mid- 
heaven, having the Eternal Gospel to 
proclaim to them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation and tribe and tongue 
and people.” Rev. xiv., 6. The Home 





Missionary Society, proclaiming the ever- 
lasting Gospel of the Son of God, hover- 
ing like a benediction over our beloved 
land, is such an angel, performing such a 
work. Give this blessed angel of light 
the means to preach this eternal Gospel 
to either Chicago or New York alone, and 


there may be heard the glad “new song: 
for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase 
unto God with Thy blood men of every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation 
and madest them to be unto our God a 
kingdom and priests; and they reign on 
the earth.” Rev. v., 9 There are no 
dangerous seas to cross and no burying 
of one’s self in a strange and distant land 
to accomplish this work. We have China, 
India, Japan, Africa—all lands—repre- 
sented in our beloved land. If we wish, 
then, to save the nations of the earth, 
we must save America. Should we neg- 
lect our own country, the nations of the 
earth to whom we might send the Gospel 
should rise up and say: “Physician, heal 
thyself.” 

And then the people in this busy age 
are growing tired and sick at heart of 
creeds formulated in centuries past, and 
are longing for the pure, simple Gospel 
of the Son of God. If we do not give it 
to them, who will? Should we fail, God 
will raise up a people that will do it, and 
we will go to our “own place.” But we 
cannot fail. We are Christian, and we 
possess the spirit of the blessed Christ, 
Who “came into His own,” and we will 
do as He did. We will go to our “own,” 
carry the Gospel to our own country, our 
own kin, and thence to al! countries. 

The health, the peace, the comfort, the 
business—all the activities—of a great 
city depend upon the supply of water in 
the reservoir on the hill. Let this fail, 
and her shops, her factories and her mills 
will all shut down, and the fire in her 
furnaces will die out, and the numberless 
activities of the city will be at an end. 
And even so, when the home land, the 
reservoir, is well supplied, all the mis- 
sionary activities of the Church, at home 
and abroad, may prosper. But when there 
is a dearth here there is a famine there. 
Let us give, then, to home missions, give 
as we love our own country, and as we 
value the beautiful, divine plea that has 
made us all that we are, and as we long 
for the salvation of the race. 

J. T. Ogle. 





8:90 Reward, $190, 


The readers of this paper will be pleased to 
learn that thereis at least one dreaded disease 
that science has been able to cure in all itsstages 
and thatis Catarrh. Hall's Catarrh is the only 
positive cure now known to the medical frater 
nity. Catarrh being aconstitutional disease, re 
quiresaconstitutional treatment. Hall'sCatarrh 
Cure is taken internally, acting directly on the 
blood and mucous surfaces of the sv stem, thereby 
destroying the foundation of the disease, and giv- 
ing the patient strength by building up the con- 
stitution and assisting nature in doing ita work. 
The proprietors have so much faithinitscurative 
powers, that they offer One Hundred Dollars for 
any case that it fails to cure. Send for list of 
Testimonials. 

« Aditress, F. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O, 

Sold by Druggistsa, 65e. o 

Hall's Family Pille are the best. 





In buying a carriage or buggy it is not 
necessary to go in debt or to pay the 
fancy prices that have too often been 
asked in the past. By buying on a strict- 
ly cash basis and by dealing direct with 
a reliable manufacturer, the farmer can 
now secure a really first-class piece of 
work for much less than he formerly 
paid for an inferior vehicle. 

This change has been very largely 
brought about by the Elkhart Carriage 
and Harness Manufacturing Company, of 
Elkhart, Ind., which for twenty-seven 
years has been manufacturing high-grade 
vehicles and harness and selling direct to 
users. They save all of the expenses and 
profits of the dealer, agent and middle- 
man. The purchaser gets the goods di- 
rect at manufacturer’s wholesale prices. 
In most cases this saving amounts to 35 
per cent or more. 

Another extremely popular feature of 
this company’s methods of doing business 
is the fact that purchasers run no risk in 
ordering the goods from a distance, as 
they ship with the privilege of examining 





before you pay the bill. If the shipment 
is not satisfactory in every way the com- 
pany orders the goods back and pays the 
freight charges both ways. 

A large illustrated catalogue will be 
sent free to all inquirers. Do not fail to 
send for it. 


VALUE OF SMALL INVENTIONS. 


The inventor of the roller skate made 
$1,000,000. The gimlet-pointed screw has 
been responsible for more wealth than 
most silver mines. Five hundred thou- 
sand dollars would not represent the for- 
tune made by the man who first thought 
of copper tips to children’s shoes. Even 
a little thing iike the common needle 
threader is worth $10,000 a year to its 
owner, while the “return ball’’—a wood- 
en ball fastened on a piece of elastic— 
yields $50,000 per annum; this is only one 
of many profitable toys. We may men- 
tion the “Dancing Jim Crow,” which pro- 
duces $75,000 a year; the “Wheel of Life,” 
worth in all full $500,000; the walking 
figure, “John Gilpin,” and the “Chame- 
leon top.” The sale of the last named 
toy has been enormous, and the profits 
also enormous. Indeed, the “Chameleon 
top,” as a profitable invention, has prob- 
ably excelled any one discovery in mod- 
ern times, however valuable and impor- 
tant this may have been. As far as prof- 
its are concerned the invention of toys 
pays better than those of anything else. 
Money has been and always can be made 
more easy out of simple patented inven- 
tions than out of any investment or occu- 
pation. 

treat discoveries take so many years 
and cost so much to perfect that the for- 
tunes made from them are small com- 
pared with those we have instanced. The 
man who discovered that a candle, if 
tapered at the end, would stick firmly 
into its socket, patented the idea and 
afterward founded the largest candle fac- 
tory in the world. Might not anyone 
have thought of this simple device? Out 
of the millions who own umbrellas, how 
many realize that these unfortunately in- 
dispensable articles represent wealth un- 
told! The frame, the cover, the materials 
used, all are the result of numberless ex- 
periments and patents. An umbrella years 
ago used to be made of whalebone and 





gingham. It weighed as much as a port- 
manteau. Alpaca was substituted for 
gingham, then silk for alpaca. Each 


change meant a fortune to the inventor 
who brought it about. For a long time 
the ribs were solid; then Samuel Fox 
arose, took the umbrella, and cut grooves 
along its ribs. He designed the patent 
“Paragon Frame,” and lived to see his 
invention used universally. At the death 
of Samuel Fox his heir benefited to the 
extent of 800,000—the residue of a total 
profit of at least $1,000,000.—Patent Rec- 
ord. 





CALIFORNIA. 





Burlington Route Personally Conducted 
Tourist Parties Every Week. 





If you are going to California and wish 
to save expense, yet travel in safety and 
comfort, investigate these “once-a-week 
parties.” They leave every Wednesday 
from both Chicago and St. Louis, joining 
at Denver. Then past the grandest scen- 
ery in the world, over the Denver & Rio 
Grande railroad. A few hours’ stop to 
see Salt Lake City, and on via Ogden 
and the Southern Pacific railway. A 
special agent is in charge of each party, 
and the cars are comfortable and ex- 
quisitely clean. Ask your ticket agent 
for full particulars and send 6 cents in 
postage for our beautifully illustrated 
book on California. It is a work of art. 

P. 8S. EUSTIS, General Passenger 
Agent, C., B. & Q. R_ R., Chicago, Ill, 
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THE HOME CIRCLE. 
(Conducted by Gillie Cary.) 


Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.—Paul. 


A PRAYER. 
Lord, we can trust Thee for our holy dead, 
They, underneath the shadow of Thy 
tomb, 
Have entered into peace, 
head, 
We thank Thee for their rest and for 
our lightened gloom. 


with bended 


But, Lord, our Living, who on stormy seas 


Of sin and sorrow still are tempest- 
tossed, 
Our Dead have reached their haven, but 
for these 


Help us to trust Thee, Lord, for these 
our loved lost. 


For these we make our passion prayer by 
night, 

For these we cry to Thee thro’ the long 
day— 

We see them not—O keep them in Thy 
sight, 

From them and us be Thou not very far 
away! 


And if not home to us yet lead them home 
To where Thou standest at the Heaven- 
ly Gate, 
That so from Thee they shall not farther 
roam, 
And grant us patient hearts Thy gath- 
ering time to wait. 





HARLOWE’S SACRIFICE. 
(In two sections—Sec. 1.) 


Addison 6, Trinity 0. These figures 
adorned the blackboards of the recitation 
rooms, the floors and walls of the dormi- 
tories, the walks of the campus and even 
an old soft hat that some bold freshman 
had placed upon the bronze figure of Ad- 
dison himself. 

For three successive years the red and 
black of Addison had been lowered before 
the gold and blue of Trinity. But now in 
a game that abounded in exciting plays, 
and had been won only three minutes be- 
fore time was called, Addison had tri- 
umphed. What wonder, therefore, that 
the entire student body, as well as a large 
number of the faculty, turned out to cele- 
brate the glorious victory! Every mem- 
ber of the foot ball team was a hero. But 
Ralph Stone, who had made the touch- 
down after a brilliant run of forty-five 
yards, was the center of admiration. Ned 
Harlowe, the captain, a steady, conscien- 
tious player, but lacking Stone’s bril- 
liancy and dash, also came in for a large 
share of congratulations. 

As the two friends made their way to 
the room that night, after the celebration, 
Stone seemed especially jubilant. But 
it was noticeable that Harlowe was de- 
pressed in spirits. Finally Stone said: 
“What's the matter, Ned? You act as if 
you had lost your best friend. Think of 
that glorious victory and cheer up.” 

“IT hope I haven’t lost my best friend, 
Ralph; buf it is one thing to win the vic- 
tory in a foot ball game, and quite an- 
other and much greater thing to be tri- 
umphant in the game of life. By a mag- 
nificent run, that not another member of 
the team could have made, you won a 
glorious victory on the foot ball field; but 
went out into the battle of life and met 
an ignominious defeat.” 

“Come, come, Ned; when did you turn 
preacher? Don’t worry about me, old fel- 
low, I learned a lesson, and it will never 
happen again, I assure you.” 





“TI hope it won’t, Ralph; but unless you 
break off associating with Cox and Stad- 
den it is likely to happen again.” 

Nothing further was said about the mat- 
ter that night, but long after Stone was 
asleep Harlowe lay thinking of his 
friend’s disgrace. 

It was no ordinary friendship that 
bound these two young men together; for 
it ante-dated college days. They had 
grown up in the same community, and as 
small boys had become such fast friends 
that in their native town they were fre- 
quently called David and Jonathan. They 
had gone to preparatory school together 
and were now in their junior year in Ad- 
dison College; and during these years of 
intimate association there had not been 
a break in their friendship. 

Stone was much the more brilliant man 
of the two, not only in athletics, but also 
in his classes. He was a leader in social 
circles, and on the whole a popular man. 
But Stone had one serious defect in his 
character. He was possessed of a very 
quick temper, of which he occasionally 
lost control, and unlike many men with 
his fault, he didn’t easily get over his 
anger when once he gave way to it. 

Harlowe was a man of much more even 
temper, and though he was less brilliant 
than his friend, was recognized as a con- 
scientious student, and a man of consider- 
able individuality and strength of char- 
acter. He had taken an active interest in 
the welfare of the college, and his thor- 
ough-going common sense and sound 
judgment had received recognition in his 
selection by the students as chairman of 
the college senate. 

Early in his second year Stone had 
joined a Greek letter fraternity, and while 
he still roomed with his old friend, spent 
more and more of his time in the com- 
pany of two fellow-members of the fra- 
ternity, Cox and Stadden, who were also 
members of the foot ball team. Cox and 
Stadden were not notoriously bad, but 
they had the reputation of being a “little 
fast,” and Harlowe watched with no little 
anxiety the growing intimacy between 
them and Stone. But when the second 
year closed with no apparent change for 
the worse in his friend, Harlowe began to 
feel more easy about the new alliance. 

During the third year, however, the ef- 
fect of evil companionship was noticeable 
in Stone. He was out late nearly every 
night and there was a marked falling off 
in his class standing. When, therefore, 
after the foot ball game at Trinity, Stone 
told his friend that he would wait until 
the late train and attend the theater with 
Cox and Stadden, Harlowe feared the con- 
sequences. He had determined before- 
hand to wait himself and call upon some 
relatives, but thought it wise to say noth- 
ing to Stone about it. 

A few minutes before the train was to 
leave the three made their appearance at 
the depot.; Cox and Stadden, accustomed 
in their homes to the use of wine, were 
comparatively sober, but Stone had drank 
enough to be unsteady on his feet and was 
decidedly silly. When Cox and Stadden 
saw Harlowe they were thoroughly cha- 
grined. Their purpose had been to take 
Stone to the fraternity house and thereby 
shield his disgrace. But it was all up 
now; they might as well turn him over to 
Harlowe, who probably would have great- 
er success in keeping him quiet. Har- 
lowe, glad to get his friend out of such 
company, quickly consented to take 
charge of Ralph, and got him to their 
room without much trouble. 

Harlowe had never said a word to his 
friend about this experience until the 
night of the foot ball celebration, when, 
unable to conceal his feelings and led on 
by Stone’s question, he had drawn the 
contrast between Stone’s victory on the 
foot ball field and his defeat in the battle 
of life. 

University of Virginia. W. C. Hull. 


(Section II. will appear next week 





For the Dear Little Folks. 
“Is it well with the Child?” 
THE SWEETEST. 
When God makes a little thing, 
The fairest and completest, 
He makes it little, don’t you know? 
For little things are sweetest. 


Little birds, little flowers, 
Little diamonds little pearls, 
But the sweetest things on earth 
Are the little boys and girls. 
—Central Methodist. 








A BIBLE PROBLEM. 

“Are you studying arithmetic, Susie?” 
said Cousin Alice. 

“Oh, yes! I know the multiplication 
table perfectly, though Minnie says she 
doesn’t think she ever will remember “9 
times 7.” 

“And you can ‘add up,’ can you?” 

“Yes. Miss Graham gave me a great 
long example yesterday.” 

“Well, do you know there is an exam- 
ple in the Bible, Susie?” 

“Why, no, indeed; do show it to me, 
Cousin Alice, and if it is just in simple ad- 
dition I can try it at least.” 

“I hope you will, my dear little girl, 
though it may be a harder problem than 
you think, and it may take you a long 
time—all your life, perhaps—to get the 
answer. Where is your New Testament? 
Now turn to the Second Epistle of Peter 
(that means simply the second letter writ- 
ten by the Apostle Peter to teach Chris- 
tians), and in the first chapter, commenc- 
ing at the fifth verse you will find the ex- 
ample. Hereitis: ‘And besides this, giv- 
ing all diligence (you see you must work 
hard, dear), add to your faith virtue, and 
to virtue knowledge, and to knowl- 
edge temperance, and to  temper- 
ance patience, and to patience godli- 
ness, and to godliness brotherly kindness, 


and to brotherly kindness charity.’ Give 
me your slate and let us write them 
down: 

“1. Faith. “5. Patience. 

“2. Virtue. “6. Godliness. 


“3. Knowledge. “7. Brotherly kindness. 

“4, Temperance. “8. Charity. 

“So, there is your ‘example’ in addition. 
Now let us find the answer to it, the re- 
sult of the adding up of these eight beau- 
tiful Christian graces. What does the 
Apostle Peter go on to say? ‘If these 
things be in you and abound, they make 
you to be not idle nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord. * * * If ye 
do these things ye shall never stumble, 
for so an entrance shall be ministered un- 
to you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.’ The result of this addition then 
is ‘rich and fruitful knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus,’ leading up to ‘an abundant en- 
trance into His everlasting kingdom.’ 
Now, isn’t this a beautiful little study in 
arithmetic and a glorious answer to the 
example?” 

“It is, indeed, dear Cousin, and some- 
time you must explain to me the meaning 
of all those beantiful words that I may 
learn to work them into my life, for, just 
think, if I do so, I will go to Heaven, and 
will not have to just get inside the gate, 
either, but can walk right in with the 
Lord Himself to say suffer the little chil- 
dren to come unto Me! Is not that “the 
abundant entrance?” I am going to try 
hard to gain faith and patience and 
knowledge and kindness, and——” 

“The greatest of these is charity. That 
is love, my little girl, which comprehends 
all of the others, and without it, even 
faith and knowledge and charity (feed- 
ing the poor) are nothing, because un- 
less the heart is tender and honest and 
loving, do you remember what we be- 
come?” 

“Yes. ‘Ag sounding brass and a tink- 
ling cymbal.’ I would not like to be like 
that, Cousin Alice.” G. C. 
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BIBLE SCHOOL. 


PRECEPTS AND PROMISES.* 


The last lesson began the greatest of all 
sermons and this one begins its conclu- 
sion. We have in these three chapters 
(5-7) in Matthew the barest statement of 
the subjects treated in this discourse— 
some think it an outline of all Christ's 
moral teaching. We can only wish that 
we might have heard the great Preacher 
as he showed how these truths touch and 
influence human life; but only as we have 
seen them imperfectly applied may we 
understand. 

In our theological schools we have stud- 
fed the great sermons of Robertson and 
others as models, but never have I known 
this sermon studied for its construction. 
In this respect it is as marvelous as in its 
subject matter. In the greater part he ap- 
peals to men’s heads. In a part of to- 
day’s lesson he refers to the tenderest of 
all relationship, parent and child, and, in 
the pathos of the many who are walking 
the broad way to death, he reaches the 
heart. Then through the focus of these 
two lenses he brings to bear the light 
and heat of the entire discourse, upon the 
will, closing with an exhortation to build 
upon the rock to do what they had heard. 
Every Gospel sermon and every Scripture 
lesson is lost unless it moves the will or 
at least creates the desire to do. 

A brief outline might be helpful for a 
study of the sermon as a whole and a 
better understanding of this lesson which 
is a part and should be studied in its set- 
ting. The following outline has been help- 
ful to me: Introduction; the laws of hap- 
piness, 5: 1-12. First, constructive teach- 
ing. The worth of disciples; the filling 
of the law on the subject of killing adul- 
tery, divorce, oaths, retaliation and treat- 
ment of enemies. Second, iconoclastic 
teaching: against hypocrisy as manifest- 
ed in alms-giving, prayer and fasting, ap- 
pealing for a service that is to be seen 
and approved of God, not man. He re- 
bukes anxiety for riches and speaks 
against worldly cares and over against 
this puts God's love and riches that be- 
long to those who ask Him. 6: 1-34. He 
condemns the self-righteous in their cen- 
sorious judgment and disregard for the 
truth.. 7: 1-6. Third. Exhortation to 
prayer and morality; assurance of an- 





ewer 7: 7-11, and resultant fulfillment of 
the law and prophets, 7: 12. The way of 
life, 7: 13-29. The way narrow and 
straight. Religious guides to be known 


by their fruits, nor is the way by profes- 
sion lent in doing the will of God. The 
conclusion consists of an illustration of 
building, coming naturally from a carpen- 
ter who knew well the importance of a 
good foundation. 

The sweep and rush of the entire dis- 
course is to this one point of doing and 
this coming naturally from being. Pro- 
ceeding to establish the laws of happi- 
ness and morality, right thinking, he de- 
stroys the idols of the hypocrite and 
worldly minded, placing God and His 
kingdom in their stead. Upon the emo- 
tions caused by statement of the Father's 
love and care he appeals to their wills. 
We are shut up in cur textual study of this 
lesson to only a few of the precepts and 
promises of even this sermon. The les- 
son begins with a warning against judg- 
ing. The prohibition is not against judg- 
ing men’s lives nor institutions, because 
He says in regard to false prophets, “by 
their fruits ye shall know them,” but the 
condemnation is against a sensorious 
judgment of motives. The same preacher 
said: “Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.”” We may thus even 
know the nature of men’s hearts and yet 
there are deep, fierce struggles that are 
hid from our eyes. Besides it is not our 
province to pass sentence on “another 





*Matt. 7: 1-4. April 8. 





man’s servant.” The Master here warns 
us that in judging others we condemn 
ourselves. We only announce to the world 
the motives that would move us under 
similar conditions. A notorious liar is 
free to accuse others of lying; the man 
decidedly dishonest suspects every one 
else of being dishonest, the licentiate has 
no confidence even in his own mother, and 
they see signs upon which to base their 
judgment. In other words, the man with 
a beam in his own eye thinks the mote 
in his brother's eye is but part of another 
beam. 

The admonition to first cast out the 
beam from our own eye is that we may 
see clearly to cast out the mote from our 
brother's eye. No one is so intolerable in 
their denunciations as the unrepentant 
sinner who has not been caught or who 
in condemning others tries to shield him- 
self; no one quite so tender and helpful 
as the person who has had a beam re- 
moved from the eye of his own soul. 

In the sixth verse he but announces 
in figure what he told His disciples when 
He sent them forth on their first mission- 
ary journey in reference to shaking the 
dust from their feet as a memorial 
against those rejecting their message. 
Here is a fine exhortation to many over- 
zealous religious workers. Don’t talk re- 
ligion to a man who has no desire to hear 
you, create first the desire. 

Following the exhortation to repent- 
ance and then to help others, and limiting 
those to the helped, Jesus indicates the 
source of necessary power. What the lim- 
it of our asking? Only one, that we 
should spend it upon our lust. God will 
always deny such a petition. We are told 
to pray for food and raiment, for forgive- 
ness and for the Holy Spirit; indeed there 
is no limit to His bounty, no measure of 
God's love only in His giving. “Ye have 
not because ye ask not, yet ask and re- 
ceive not because ye ask amiss that ye 
might spend it upon your lust.” God's 
giving to His children is like our giving 
to those we have begotten; oniy “how 
much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good gifts to tuem tuai ask 
Him.” 

Then follows, in many respects, the 
most wonderful statement in the sermon; 
the summary of the law and prophets. All 
the revelations of God through prophet, 
priest and patriarch. yea, in Christ Him- 
self, is to the import that we do unto 
others whatsoever we would that others 
should do to us. We hear frequent prat- 
ings these days about reformation of so- 
ciety by men who are so intensely selfish 
that they are not even willing to share 
the burden. Men will try to build up the 
society they have robbed and plundered 
by giving a very small amount to endow 
an asylum or college. A far greater bless- 
ing would be for such men to do unto 
those who have made their wealth as they 
would be done by if the scale were turned. 

After all these rigid moral teachings we 
do not wonder that the Master said 
straight is the gate and narrow the way 
which leadeth unto life. It is still com- 
paratively few who find this way; only 
one-fourth of the earth’s population is 
nominally Christian, and how very many 
of us are stumbling and losing the way. 
And in Christ Jesus, “who is the Way 
and the Truth and Life” shall we hope to 
attain. W. B. Taylor. 





KNOW YOUR BUSINESS, 
If you are an officer or teacher of the 
Sunday school, you cannot afford to be 
without a copy of the little book 


“AN UP-TO-DATE SUNDAY SCHOOL.” 
By E. A. Fox. 

It is just what you bave been longing 
for, and will satisfy that want complete- 
ly. It is full of helpful ideas and sug- 
gestions, and is comprehensive, concise 
and practical. Price, 25 cents. 
ORACLE PUBLISHING CO., 





CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. 


ALWAYS READY.* 

We have a vague understanding of por- 
tions of these addresses of the Savior’s. 
Evidently He did not intend we should 
know precisely when the Son of Man 
should come. There appear references to 
the establishment of the kingdom of hea- 
ven—or the Church—that occurred on the 
day of Penticost, and also to the day of 
final judgment. 

But whatever vagueness may pertain to 
those portions, none attend these words: 

Take heed to yourselves, lest at any 
time your hearts be overcharged with 
drunkenness and cares of this life, and 
s0 that day come upon you unawares. 

Be ye therefore ready also, for the Son 
of Man cometh at.an hour when ye think 
not. 

“There is a tide in the affairs of man, 

Which, taken at the flood, leads on to 
fortune; 

Omitted, all the voyage of their life 

Is bound in shallows, and in miseries. 

On such a full sea are we now afloat; 

And we must take the current when it 
serves, 

Or lose our ventures.” 

Eschatology can scarcely be called a sci- 
ence yet. The knowledge we have of the 
“last things’”’ may be “orderly arranged,” 
but it is too limited in extent for that 
designation. We see the final judgment 
through a glass darkly. But we know that 
to all practical purposes that anguish 
court is in session and decides our case 
the moment of our death. 

The prescience of the Judge, enabling 
Him to instantly determine the full force 
of our life for either good or evil through 
all eternity, obviates the necessity for a 
suspension of judgment. 

Now, since death, like a sheriff, delivers 
us at once for trial, and the coming of 
death is uncertain as the flight of birds, 
how absolutely essential to our hope of 
heaven that we be always ready! 

The Lord appears to reprove curiosity 
about the time of the closing of earthly 
affairs. When Jesus forepictured Peter’s 
death to him the apostle inquired about 
John’s death. Jesus saith unto him: “If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee? Follow thou me.” 

Ability to render unto God a good ac- 
count of each hour’s stewardship is a 
more value accomplishment in the eyes of 
the Master than to determine the hour of 
the second advent with the angels, and 
the trailing clouds of glory, and the rift- 
ing of the tombs, and ascension of the 
saints. 

It is no easy matter to be always ready. 
The gardener dares not neglect any part 
of the field, lest when his master comes 
some quickly growing weed should excite 
reproof. 

Words grow rapidly in the heart and 
watchful husbandry is necessary to keep 
it free. 

We become so interested in the store, 
the study, society or even in solution of 
theological problems, that, ere we know 
it, weeds of indifference, if not the more 
vaunting ones of impiety, are flourishing 
there, and our heart-garden is woefully 
unready the inspection of the divine Hus- 
bandman. Yet we know not the moment 
of his coming. 

Living as we do in a rushing, worldly 
age, let us pray daily and fer¥ently that 
the cares of this world, with all its dis- 
tractions and deceitfulnmess may never 
choke the word that in us it become un- 
truthful. 

Being always ready does not imply that 
growth has ceased. It means that the 
mystic loom of life and grace is keeping 
pace with each day’s requirements made 
on Christian character. 

We should be ready for the incorpora- 








*Lu. 21: 29-36; Lu. 12: 35-40. April 14. 














March 29, 1900. 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY. 


11 





tion into our life plan of these constantly 
appearing new duties, as the vesture of 
the growing peach is ready to meet each 
day’s growth of the fruit within it. 

There is no hurry, no straining, and no 
lack. It is the appointed task of the ves- 
ture to robe the fruit. It was ready for 
inspection yesterday, is to-day, and will 
be to-morrow. So let us work in harmony 
with the divine will, that we may be ready 
always for our appointed task. 

Procrastination is not only thief of 
time, but a destroyer of souls. 

It is deadly error to postpone sowing 
the grain till harvest time. It is fatal to 
delay digging the well till the house is on 
fire. We confess this, and yet we procras- 
tinate making preparation for the life be- 
yond, till the time for preparation is past; 
and in that hour for which all others are 
made we are not ready to meet the con- 
ditions of eternal life. 

Let us learn from these Scriptures the 
divine lesson of prudence, and get in read- 
iness for all the emergencies of the moral 
life especially. Let us lay by in store that 
we may have to give in answer to our 
missionary calls; be ready for the En- 
deavor prayer meeting with a _ helpful 
word; be ready for the despondent with 
a ray of cheer, for the erring with a for- 
giving heart, for the hour of death with 
a halo of hope, for the judgment with a 
holy life. 

Jacksonville, Il. Geo. L. Snively. 

Next topic: Christ our missionary 
model. Jno. 4: 5-15. 





THE CHRONOLOGY OF JESUS’ MINISTRY. 


In the Gospel records there are very 
scanty notes of time preserved to us, so 
that it is exceedingly difficult to construct 
an adequate plan of our Savior’s work. 
For this reason, several different theories 
of the length as well as of the order of his 
work, have been proposed by various 
Bible students. We are confronted with 
two general considerations, in dealing 
with the question. 

The first is that, in the synoptic Gos- 
pels almost no references are made to 
such events as the journeys to Jerusalem 
to commemorate the great feasts, which 
would give to us some fixed points from 
which to judge of the length of the min- 
istry, while at the same time, the Synop- 
tic Gospels seem to conform more closely 
to the chronological order of the life of 
Christ than does the Gospel of John. This 
is probably owing to the close agreement 
of all three with the original oral narra- 
tive of our Lord’s work, which finds, per- 
haps, its most concise expression in the 
Gospel of Mark. 

The second consideration is that, in 
John’s Gospel, much more account is tak- 
en of Jesus’ visits to the feasts, from 
which we are able to gather more decisive 
evidence concerning the length of time he 
used in his public work. And still, in spite 
of these facts, the problem is very compli- 
cated, and its solution is far from certain. 
So much is this the case that theories 
ranging all the way from one year to ten 
have been advocated by various authori- 
ties. 

The evidence for a ministry of one year 
only is sought in the lack of formal state- 
ment concerning the matter, depends 
largely upon the Synoptic Records, re- 
solves the references to the feasts in 
John, to the subordinate feasts as well as 
Passover, which would make possible 
the assignment of all these feasts, to a 
period compressed within slightly more 
than a year, and above all, quotes the sig- 
nificant words of Jesus used in the syna- 
gogue in Nazareth of his Messianic work, 
“to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” (Luke 4:19). 

On the other hand, one or two Bible 
students have asserted that the ministry 
ef Jesus could not have been less than ten 





*The Bethany C. B. Reading Courses. 





years in length, and among other proofs 
of this, call attention to the fact that he 
must have been upwards of fifty years old 
when he held his controversy with the 
Jews, who said to him, “Thou art not yet 
fifty years old.” (Jno. 8: 57). 

Between these extremes the truth is 
evidently to be sought, and the majority 
of authorities have come to the conclu- 
sion, that a ministry of about three years 
six months, meets in a more satisfactory 
form the facts of both the Synoptic and 
the Fourth Gospels, than any other. 
However, it must be considered that an 
absolutely satisfactory chronology of the 
life of Jesus cannot be constructed. The 
fact that there are more than thirty differ- 
ent schemes of chronology now extant, 
proves this to be the case. Yet we may 
decide upon a fairly satisfactory order of 
events, as at least a working basis for our 
study, and‘it is believed that the plan pre- 
sented in the supplementary readings to 
the chapters in the handbook on the Life 
and Teachings of Jesus, affords such a 
scheme. 

Putting together these facts, and re- 
membering that the life of our Lord prob- 
ably began at least four years before the 
opening of the Christian era, owing to a 
mistake in the chronology which was 
made in the fifth century, when the calen- 
dar was reconstructed upon the basis of 
“the year of our Lord,” we get the general 
scheme of the thirty years’ private life 
covering the period from 4 B. C. to 26 
A. D., and the three years and a half of 
public ministry from 26 A. D. to the 
spring of 30 A. D. These three years and 
a half of publicity may be divided rough- 
ly into the perizd of obscurity, spent 
largely in Galilee, Perea and Judea, and 
closing with the final week of tragedy and 
triumph. Of the first period, which prob- 
ably covered only a few months, the Gos- 
pel of John is our only source of informa- 
tion; the second is described in the Synop- 
tic Gospels, and covers somewhat more 
than a year; the third, by all the Gospels, 
but especially Luke. 

Herbert L. Willett, Director. 


PRAYER MEETING. 


POSSESSINC THE LAND.* 

The Israelites had by several stages ar- 
rived at the southern border of Canaan. 
The Lord spake unto Moses telling him 
to send twelve men, representatives of 
the twelve tribes of Israel, to spy out this 
land. Entering at the southern border, 
the spies surveyed the whole land, even to 
the northern extremity. After forty days 
they return to Moses and the Israelites. 
Verily they had found a land which 
“floweth with milk and honey.” It was 
a rich and fruitful soil. Difficulties were 
in the way. The people were strong; the 
cities were great and walled; giants were 
there. Ten of these spies by their evil 
report caused no little disturbance among 
the Israelites. Had they all been like 
Caleb and Joshua, their report might have 
had a very good effect on the people, and 
they could have immediately “gone up 
and possessed the land.” 

Now God has given us “an exceeding 
good land” to take possession of. We are 
commanded as Disciples of Christ to ful- 
fil the Great Commission. There are many 
places in our own loved America where 
the Gospel of Christ has not been preach- 
ed. Our home field contains an abund- 
ance of grain to be harvested. Truly, the 
fields are white already to harvest. Are 
there any difficulties? Are there places 
where we are not represented as a peo- 
ple? Are there places where mission 
work is difficult? Is it difficult to possess 
this land? Is there one among us like the 
ten spies who confides in his own wis- 
dom and policy? Who is distrustful and 
lacks faith? Is there one who relies too 


*Num. 14: 26-33; 14: 6-9. 











A FEW DAYS’ BREW OF DEADLY 
URIC ACID. 

In a few days you may brew enough 
uric acid in your body to produce death. 
Your kidneys are your only salvation. 

Because when they are well they filter 
out this deadly poison. 

So, when your kidneys are weak or out 
of order, you can understand how quickly 
your entire body is affected, and how 
every organ seems to fail to do its duty. 

Uric acid poison irritates the nerves 
and causes rheumatic pains in joints, 
muscles and limbs, catarrh of the blad- 
der, headache, backache, stomach and 
liver trouble, shortness of breath, heart 
trouble, dizziness, nervousness, irritabil- 
ity, lassitude, loss of ambition, weakness 
and wasting away. 

Red brick dust and similar sediments 
in the urine are also caused by various 
salts of uric acid. 

The cure for these troubles is Dr. Kil- 
mer’s Swamp-Root, the great kidney rem- 
edy. 

It instantly relieves the congested, 
overworked kidneys, and gradually brings 
them back to health. 

Healthy kidneys keep down the excess 
of uric acid, and you soon feel the benefit 
in new health and strength. 

Swamp-Root should at once be taken 
upon the least sign of ill health. It will 
make you well and is for sale the world 
over in bottles of two sizes and two 
prices—fifty-cent and one-dollar. 

Swamp-Root is used in the leading hos- 
pitals; recommended by skillful physi- 
cians in their private practice, and is 
taken by doctors themselves who have 
kidney ailments, because they recognize 
in it the greatest and most successful 
remedy for kidney and bladder troubles. 

To prove its wonderful efficacy, send 
your name and address to Dr. Kilmer & 
Co., Binghamton, N. Y., mentioning this 
paper, when you will receive, free of all 
charge, a sample bottle of Swamp-Root 
and a valuable book, by mail, prepaid. 
This book contains many of the thou- 
sands upon thousands of testimonial let- 
ters received from men and women cured. 


much on his own strength? Oh, my 
brother, my sister, has not God promised 
to be with us always, even unto the end 
of the world? Let us take warning from 
these ten spies that we may not be com- 
pelled to realize our own insignificance 
and feebleness, that we may not be in 
our own sight “as grasshoppers.” Unlike 
them, let us consider the mighty works 
of the Lord, which these Israelites had 
witnessed in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and 
in the wilderness, and that had the Ca- 
naanites been a thousand times stronger 
than Israel, they could not be stronger 
than Israel’s God. Rather, shall we not 
be like Caleb and Joshua, people of true 
courage, steadfastly facing discourage- 
ments and difficulties in the path of duty? 
Exercising a most vigorous faith in God 
and entire dependence upon Him who can 
help us to take the whole world for Christ. 
May our deep faith in Israel's God help us 
to take this whole country for Christ! 
And finally let our faith and hope so grow 
that we may search out, by careful inves- 
tigation of God’s Word, the heavenly 
country. We hear a good message con- 
cerning it. Let us keep up in our courage 
and go up in the strength of the Lord and 
possess it, the heritage of the faithful 
Christian. Mrs. Wm. Oeschger. 





Rest and Health to Mother aww Child. 

MRS. WINSLOW’S SOOTHING SYRUP has been used for 
over FIFTY YEARS by MILLIONS of MOTHERS 
for their CHILDREN WHILE TEETHING, with 
PERFECT SUCCESS. It SOOTHES the CHILD. 
SOFTENS the GUMS, ALLAYS all PAIN: CURES 
WIND COLIC, and is the remedy for 
D ARRHA. Soid by Druggists in every part of the 
world tc sure and ask for “Mrs. Winslow's Sooth- 
ing Syrup” and take mo other kind. Twenty-five 
cents a bottle. 
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P} RSONALS. 

Bro. J. S. Hughes was a caller this week. 

J. S. Myers has closed his work with the 
church in Philadelphia. 

S. S. Lappin is in a good meeting. Thir- 
ty-seven added to date. 

F. N. Calvin will begin the 
Colorado Springs April 1. 

We We 
Hopeville, Ia. 

E. M. 
with him. 


work at 


Wharton is in a meeting at 
Prospects are good. 


Darst has found Texas to agree 
He is expected back this week. 


Bro. Thompson of Detroit has taken the 
work at Bucnanan, Michigan. He began 
last Sunday. 

Wm. J. Miller of Elkhart, Ill., writes 
that the church there wants a preacher 
for half time. 

Chas. M. Sharpe has resigned the work 
at Lawrence, Kan. He will attend school 
at Chicago University. 

Miss Effie M. Wright, Hillsboro, O., 
could be secured to lead the singing or as- 
sist in any religious meetings. 


E. A. Cantrell, formerly pastor of the 
Englewood Church, this city, taken 
the work at Washington, Ind. 

A. R. Adams changes his address from 
Astoria to Lynnville, Ill, having taken 
the pastorate at the latter place. 


has 


A. Martin and daughter are holding a 
meeting at Bloomfield, Ind. There were 
fourteen confessions at last report. 


J. E. Powell, Williamsville, N. Y., has 
taken the pastorate of the work at Green- 
castie, Ind. He will begin his work there 
next Sunday. 


Bro. Tanner preached the first sermon 
of his pastorate in Minneapolis from the 
text, “For what reason have you sent for 
me?’ Acts 10: 29. 


Miss Wadsworth read a paper last Mon- 
day before the ministerial association of 
this city on “Shakespeare and the Bible.” 
It was highly appreciated. 


W. B. Taylor had two unique funerals 
last week, those of a man and his wife 
who had lived together over fifty years 
and who had died the same day. . 


D, R. Lucas attended the Chicago Min- 
isterial association last Monday. C. A. 
Young and the rest of the Oracie manage- 
ment are attending the congress. this 
week, 

E. W. Yocum closed his two years’ work 
at Ox Bow and a unanimous call was 
given him for another year with an in- 
creased salary. The work is in splendid 
condition at Ox Bow. 

We gladly make room for the resolu- 
tions sent by Bro. Hilton and found on 
another page concerning the death of Bro. 
Devries. Certainly we have lost a splen- 
did worker in Bro. Devries. 

R. D. McCance closed 
inst. at Verdon, S. D. Seven adults add- 
ed by confession. This church and school 
will want a preacher about May 15. J. B. 
— Verdon, may be corresponded 
with. 


a meeting 22d 


J. H. Hardin, president of Eureka Col- 
lege, has accepted @ call to the church at 
Liberty, Mo. He will begin the first Sun- 
day in April. If we are not mistaken 
Bro. Hardin was pastor at this place sey- 
eral years ago. 


B. B. Tyler has closed his temporary 
pastorate with the church at Colorado 
Springs. This week he will be with the 
brethren in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. From 
April 15 to April 23 he will be in Danbury, 
Conn. All will be pleased to know that he 
is going to resume his Bible lectures 
among the churches. His permanent ad- 
dress is 5526 Jefferson avenue, Chicago. 





ing work. 


3 ; 
unnecessary, tin 
soap, doing unhealthy and weary- 
But alm: st every woman 
that she talks of doing “when I get time for it. 


‘L widdie your thumbs, 


\\\ if you've nothing better to do, in 


? the time that’s saved by wash- 
‘ ing with Pearline. Better be 
sittins in idieness than to spend 


» washing with 


has something or other 
Washing 


” 


with Pearline will save time for it. 
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The Brooklyn Daily Eagle has this com- 
mendatory word to say of Bro. Harlan: 
“Since assuming the pastorate of the First 
Church of Christ (Disciples), Sterling 
place, near Seventh avenue, the pastor, 
the Rev. M. E. Harlan has made things 
move at a progressive rate. The congre- 
gations are growing each week, and it 
has been deemed positively necessary to 
build a new and larger church, which will 
be done as soon as possible. At a recent 
meeting of the official board it was unani- 
mously resolved to sell the present prop- 
erty and build at a place better suited to 
the work and the needs of the city.” 





PROFESSIONAL PREJUDICE.—Physi- 
cians as a rule are generally opposed to 
so-called proprietary medicines. This is 
but natural, as the use of family reme- 
dies encroaches on their practice. Hence 
they generally condemn them and their 
use whenever they have a chance. It is 
therefore gratifying to find at times mem- 
bers of the learned profession who are 
not so blinded by prejudice but what they 
are willing to recognize merit in a plain 


household remedy. The following is a 
case in point: Mr. Frederick Peter, Mul- 
berry, Ark., makes the following state- 


ment: “Dr. Peter’s Blood Vitalizer is the 
best medicine that ever came to Arkan- 
sas. My neighbor, Mr. John Roh, had in- 
flammatory rheumatism. For two month 
he was in bed and could not move a limb. 
Dr. — said he was beyond hope. One 
evening two neighbors and myself paid 
Mr. Roh a visit. I happened to have a 
bottle of Blood Vitalizer in the house, 
which I took along. I gave him a good 
dose of it in the evening, another at mid- 
night, and another at 4 o'clock in the 
morning. He found great relief, but his 
wife refused to give him any more of it 
until she had seen the family doctor. The 
next day when the doctor called he was 
surprised at the improvement, and when 
Mrs. Roh told him what had been done, 
he advised her to continue with the Blood 
Vitalizer. She continued its use, and Mr. 
Roh was soon able to be about again.” 
The above reflects credit on both the doc- 
tor and the remedy. Dr. Peter’s Blood 
Vitalizer cures rheumatism by eliminating 
the uric acid from the blood. Special 
agents sell it. Address Dr. Peter Fahr- 
ney, 112 and 114 South Hoyne Avenue, 
Chicago, Ill. 


SWASPSCOTT SPARKLING GELATINE, 
Purest, Cheapest and Best. 

I will mail any housewife a free sample on re- 
ceipt of a postal card, ora full-sized package post- 
paid for « dime or st -mps 

CANVASSING AGENTS WANTED. 
Address, Charles H. Till, 207 Lake St., Chicago 





Pulpit Diagrams, 
BY Z. T. SWEENEY. 


A book of sermon outlines with black- 
board diagrams. Most valuable aids for 


preachers in sermonizing. Every minister | 


will want it. Price, One Dollar. 


ORACLE PUBLISHING CO., 
358 Dearborn St., Chicago. 


A BARGAIN LOT.*s2" 
Mo. Christian Lectureship. . . $1.50 


Western Preacher... .... 1.00 
Conversion, by Manier.. . . . 1.00 
History of Sprinkling—Wilson . 1.00 

$4.50 


The entire lot prepaid for. . . $2.25 
ORACLE PUB. CO., 
358 Dearborn St., Chicago. 


PILES CURED 


AT HOME 


By the Use of 


“‘MERTANNO” 


A specific for the immediate relief aud perma- 
nent cure of Blind, Bleeding, Itching and Pro- 
truding Piles. Price, postpaid 50 cents. 

Our Guarantee: We will refund the price 
paid for this remedy in any case of Piles it does 
notcure. Send for testimonials, free. 


Mertanno Pharmacal Co., 405 Scott St., Covington, Ky. 















Our Premium 
Reading Stand a»o 
Revolving 

Book Case. 


Inches 


Shelves... .. ...15x15 
Adjustable Top. . .t4x18 
Between Shelves... 12 
Height from Floor. . . 12 
Height overall... .34 


ALL HARD WOOD. 
WELL FINISHED. 


Shelf room6 ft. Rec- 
ognized throughout 
the Civilized World 
unequalled as an Office or Library arti- 
cle, Over 50,000 now used by editors, 
officials, the profession, bankers and bus- 
iness men, 

READ TH'S OFFER: We will send 
this $10.00 stand, knocked down in 
20 lb pkg., f.0.b. Chicago, to any ad- 
dress for 


Ten New Subscribers to 
The Christian Century. 


See your friends. Get them to sub- 
scribe, paying $1.00 each Remit the 
$10 00 to the Or cle Publishing Co., 
358 Dearborn St., Chicago, and the 
paper will be mailed regularly to each 
subscriber for 1 year, and the Stand will 
be shipped to you at once. This Stand 
is just the thing for ministers or teachers. 
It will please you. Take advantage of 
the offer now. 
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LITERATURE. 

“Doings in Derryville,” by Lewis V. 
Price, United Society of Christian En- 
deavor, Boston-Chicago. 

This is a very interesting story, 
strongly setting forth the evil influence 
to religious life of sectarianism in the 
small country town. Exactly right is the 
author when he says: “It is a law of 
our human nature that any common in- 
terest which creates a.fellowship makes 
for moral elevation and promotes all the 
arts of civilization; while anything which 
repels and breaks up such fellowship 
makes for moral decay and barbarism.” 
Elizabeth Barton is the name of the hero- 
ine. She is an active Christian Endeav- 
orer. By reversal of circumstances she 
and her mother go to live in Derryville. 
She finds the church closed and a bitter 
sectarian spirit existing. By tact and 
grace she succeeds in uniting all Chris- 
tians in the town with the following as 
the bond of agreement: 

“Resolved, That avoiding denomina- 
tional names as inappropriate to our pres- 
ent purpose, we unite in building up a 
pure and simple Christian Church in our 
community. That, for the good of our 
souls and the glory of God, we hence- 
forth discourage denominational compe- 
tition as tending to destroy vital religion 
among us, and that we prayerfully work 
for Christian unity and peace; that we 
take as the basis of our fellowship and 
Christian practice the unmodified Gospel 
of Christ, and not the teaching of men or 
the founders of sects; that we engage 
the services of a thoroughly equipped and 
accredited minister, and pledge him our 
hearty, loyal support, and that to carry 
out the spirit and intent of these resolu- 
tions, we appoint a committee of seven, 
of which the president of the Endeavor 
Society shall be chairman.” 

The introduction is by Frank W. Rol- 
lins, the governor of Massachusetts, who 
called attention to the very great decline 
of religion in New England towns. 

Furnished readers of The Century by 
The Oracle Publishing Company. 

“First Days in School,” by Seth T. 
Stewart and Ida Coe. American Book 
Company; 25 cents. 

This is by far the best premer that 
has come to our notice. Its illustrations 
could hardly be surpassed, and its plan 
is most admirable. It teaches without a 
teacher. 

Furnished readers of The Christian Cen- 
tury by The Oracle Publishing Company. 

“The Story of the Chosen People,” by 
H. A. Guerber. American Book Com- 
pany; 240 pages. 

This is an age of children’s books. It 
is important that the sacred stories of 
the Bible be so presented as to interest 
the children. The American Book Com- 
pany is helping to solve this problem. In 
this present volume Mr. Guerber in a 
wonderfully fascinating way relates the 
stories of the Old Testament. Parents 
will find in this book a great aid in im- 
parting biblical instruction. 

“South America,” by Frank G. Car- 
penter. The American Book Company; 
350 pages. 

It would be good to be a child again 
and be led by the author on a trip to the 
most characteristic parts of South Amer- 
ica. The reviewer is not old; but, judg- 
ing from the improvement of children’s 
books, he thinks himself a patriarch. 





“Leaves from Mission Fields,” by N. 
M. Ragland. Christian Publishing Com- 
pany, St. Louis; 273 pages; illustrated. 

This volume comprises memoirs of Mrs. 
Harriet Newell, Mrs. Ann Judson, Miss 
Hattie L. Judson, Mrs. Josephine Smith 
and Charles E. Garst. One hundred and 
eighty pages are given to Mrs. Newell 


and Mrs. Judson. The idea of linking the 
other three names with these two is a 
good one. They, having the same heroic 
spirit, were the legitimate successors of 
the pioneer missionaries. The book is 
well written and well done mechanically. 
The publishers have done the cause of 
missions and the cause of the Christian 
Church a service. 

Furnished readers of The Christian Cen- 
tury by The Oracle Publishing Company. 





RETURNS FROM THE MARCH OF- 
FERING. 

There is a satisfactory gain in the re- 
ceipts; also a satisfactory gain in the 
number of contributing churches. More 
interest is taken in the apportionment. 
The preachers have done a noble part by 
enlisting new churches. The _ receipts 
from March 1 to March 23 amount to 


$31,645.46. This is an encouraging report. 
We expect to receive $40,000 during 
March. 


the larger churches are slow 
Will they not 


Many ot 
sending in their offerings. 
respond at once? 

We must not fall 
Sept. 30. 

We hope the churches will remember 
in a substantial way the millions who 
are starving in India. Our own brethren 
in India, converted from idol worship to 
serve the living God, are in great distress. 
We must remember them. We hope to 
receive thousands of dollars for this spe- 
cial purpose. Send to F. M. Rains, 
Treasurer, Box 884, Cincinnati, Ohio, 


below $200,000 by 





For General Debility 
Use Horsfor.i’s Acid Phosphate. 

Dr. W. L. Severance, Greenfield, Mass., 
says: “For years I have prescribed it in 
general debility, nervous exhaustion and 
insomnia, with the happiest results.” 


BIBLE COLLEGE AT HOME. 
Thorough Bible Course by mail, leading 
to diploma and degree. Terms, only $1.00 
per month. Circulars for stamp. Write 
Prof. C. J. Burton, 
Christian University, Canton, Mo. 





















Rheumatism 
Can Be Cured 


promptly and easily, its tortures banish- 
ed, comfort and rest brought to the 
aching limbs and frame by cleansing the 
impurities from the blood with 


Dr. Peter's 
Blood Vitalizer 


—The 100 year old remedy 


a Swiss-German preparation which was 
discovered by a wise old physician, but 
advertised only within recent years, 

It restores purity and life to the blood, 
strengthens theentire system and builds 
up the general health. Seldom fails to 
cure all diseases caused by impoverished 
blood or disordered stomach. 
No Drug- Store medicine; is sold 
only by regular Vitalizer agents. 

Persons living where there are no 
agents for Dr. Peter's Blood Vitalizer 
can, by sending $2.00, obtain twelve 35- 

cent trial bottles direct from the pro- 
prietor. This offer can be obtained only 
once by the same person, 


Write to DR. PETER FAHRNEY, 
112-114 South Hoyne Ave., Chicago. 




















a CGURES nog ALL ELS FAL o 
Best Cough Syrup. Tastes Good. Use 
” in time. Sold oy droggista. =| 










Wasting 


Are you nervous, restless, 
pale and easily tired? Per- 
haps the scales can tell you 
why. If your weight is 
below your average, that 
explains it. 

Scott’s Emulsion is a fat- 
producing food. You soon 
begin to gain and you keep 
on gaining long after you 
stop taking it. For all 
wasting diseases, in both 
young and old, it is the one 
standard remedy. 


soc. and $1.00, all druggists. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, New York. 





Among the commonplaces of the pulpit 
the expression “this passage is common- 
ly misunderstood” ‘s too frequently heard. 





CHRISTIAN 


Business Men's Diteetory 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW. 


Telephone, Main 1975. 


MILTON O. NARAMORE, 
81-82, 164 La Salle Street, Chicago. 











Telephone, Main 2499. 


FRANK L. CHILDS, 
Suite 870 Calumet Building, 
189 La Salle Street, Chicago. 





Telephone, Main 3571. 
EDWARD B. WITWER, 
1208 Association Building. 
153 La Salle Street, Chicago. 








Tel. Main 3259 D.C BORUFF. 


«FF & BORUFF, 
F. v", Associated. 
i, 145 La Salle Street, Chicago. 





“PUNE. ae DIRECTORS “AND ‘EMBALMERS. 








Telephone, West 1376. 
H. E. HAGGARD, 
153 South Western Avenue, Chicago. 





COAL, WOOD AND. COKE. 





Telephone, West 648. 
J. H. TRUNKEY, 


Wholesale and ~~ Dealer in all kinds of Hard and 
Soft Coal, Wood, Coke and Charcoal. 


Office and Yards, 50 N. Western Ave., 


Chicago. 








“CUMMISSION MERCIAN: > 
R. B. THRAPP & CO. 


Commission Salesmen, 
Vegetables, Fruits, Poultry, Game, Eggs, etc. 
134 So. _Water Street, Chicago, I 1. 


EMIGRATION AGENTS. 


FRANK DARST. 
Traveling Emigration Agt., Galesburg, I. 











Reliable information about land crops and prices 
in the Coast Country of Texas. 
Rer.—Any Bank, Business or Professional man of 
Write for free booklet. 


Galesburg. 








TAILORS. 





THE REASON WHY 
A. A. DEVORE & SON 
(Pullman Building) 

Do the largest tailoring business in Chi- 
cago: Is because they carry the largest 
stock of fine Woolens and make up 
stylish garments at popular prices, 




















14 





_ THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY. 


March 29, 1900. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


NEBRASKA, 


Secretary's Letter.—Earl E. Boyd is in 
@ meeting at Brock, with Miss Rhoda 
Ward as singer. 

Bro. Atwood reports a new building in 
progress at Schuyler, which he will dedi- 
cate in April. Fourteen added in the meet- 
ing. 

Twenty-four have been added to the 
church at Blue Hill since Bro. Ogden be- 
gan his labors with them last summer. 
He has held a short meeting at Biaden, 
and preaches for them occasionally. The 
church was reorganized. 

Bro. Speck has been in a meeting at 
Indianola. 

Bro. J. W. Walker held a good helpful 
meeting for the church at Red Willow. 

The Waco meeting has closed with fifty 
additions, and a new church in prospect 
in the immediate future. This is a great 
meeting. 

The reports in the papers of meetings 
in Nebraska all show marked energy, and 
give promise of the greatest harvest in 
many years. Let us hope that the results 
may be fully up to the promises. 

Our meeting at Ulysses is still in prog- 
ress with thirteen additions. We suffered 
from a steady week of theatrical perform- 
ances, which all but destroyed the inter- 
est. We had splendid prospects till this 
iniquitous thing broke in, and much of the 
seed sown was caught away by the evil 
one. We still hope for a number of con- 
fessions, and some additions otherwise. 
Bro. Ely is a pi.ucher of the everlasting 
Gospel indeed and in truth. His sermons 
have been marvels of direct teaching, 
plain and satisfying. The church has re- 
ceived great benefit from his ministry, and 
we count the meeting a great success, 
though no more are added than we have. 

At board meeting on the 20th a small 
attendance was had. But business of im- 
portance was done. Bro. Earl E. Boyd of 
Belvidere was appointed state superin- 
tendent of Bible schools to succeed Bro. 
H. O. Devries. Estimates were made 
which seem to show the impossibility of 
granting any more appropriations for this 
year. The financial report shows a total 
of $875.40 received from all sources up to 
March 16th. Balance in general fund, 
$117.62, in the Bible schooi evangelist fund 
$103.58. It will take $183.75 to pay the 
men in the field to April Ist. 

The state convention will be held at 
the Bethany camp grounds August 22 to 
26 inclusive, beginning on the morning of 
the 22d. A preliminary meeting will be 
held on the evening of the 2lst, Tuesday, 
as is usual, and the real business of the 
convention will begin Wednesday morn- 
ing. The rates that are granted us by the 
passenger association will be guaranteed 
to all who come with certificates, if that 
plan is used. 

Bradshaw and Hampton are seeking to 
co-operate in sustaining a preacher. 

The re-dedication at Bluevale was post- 
poned. 

J. W. Hilton will supply for Bro. Har- 
mon a part of the time during his absence 
on sick leave. 

Atwood and wife go to Avoca for a 
short meeting. 

W. T. Hacker will not remain at Kear- 
ney. The difficulties there seem to be 
growing rather than decreasing. 

District No. 1 convention at Johnson 
April 4-6. No. 2 at Lincoln May 1-3. Send 
in those apportionments that we may be 
able to meet all our obligations promptly. 

W. A. Baldwin. 





At the first meeting of the Nebraska 
Christian Society Board after the death 
of Bro. H. O. Devries of Omaha, our state 
Bible school superintendent, a committee 
was appointed to draw up resolutions ex- 
pressive of the loss sustained by his death. 
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Shine comes quick—looks best and lasts longest—always was 


and is the best polish—never cakes on the stove. 
ALSO IN PASTE FORM—“SUN PASTE STOVE POLISH.” 








Whereas, In the dispensation of an 
overruling Providence, our brother and 
co-laborer, H. O. Devries, has been taken 
from us, in whose death the Church of 
Christ and the Nebraska Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, have lost a consecrated, 
devoted member, one who at all times was 
a@ wise councilor and an active and faith- 
ful worker; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. That we bow in humble 
submission to Him “who doeth all things 
well,” yet our hearts are filled with sor- 
row by the loss of one we so much loved; 
we shall miss his faithful help in our 
work; 

Resolved, 2. That we tender our sym- 
pathy to his bereaved wife and two chil- 


-dren and commend them to God and His 


promises for strength and comfort in this 
time of their great sorrow. 

Resolved, 3. That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to the bereaved family and 
to the Christian Century and that they be 
spread upon the minutes of the society. 

Mrs. Minnie Grinstead Himes, 
John H. Hilton, 
Committee. 


Avoca, March 24.—We just closed a 
splendid meeting with Bro. N. T. Har- 
mon at Schuyler, Neb. Bro. Harmon is 
a true yoke fellow. He knows the truth 
and logically defends its claim. Fourteen 
were added and a house of worship 
planned and begun which will soon be 
ready for dedication. Under the faithful 
efficient leadership of their consecrated, 
talented young pastor and his noble wife 
they are looking forward to great things. 
The music was of more than usual! inter- 
est. Every one seemed compelled to sing. 
Bitter opposition characterized the meet- 
ing throughout. Truth once more was 
crowned victorious. We are now helping 
Bro. E. S. Chamberlain here in a few days’ 
meeting. Cc. C. Atwood and Wife. 
Waco, March 22.—Our meeting of four 
weeks closed last night with nine addi- 
tions, making fifty in all. Brother Elliott 
did a wonderful work and endeared him- 
self to all who attended the meetings. 
He is a great teacher, indulges in no 
foolish stories and constantly holds the 
Christ before the people as the great ex- 
ample of their lives. The church gave 
the writer a unanimous call for the sec- 
ond year. Plans were arranged for the 
immediate construction of a good build- 
ing, which Brother E. has promised to 
help build. O. A. Adams. 


Just began a meeting at Inavale, with 
one added, a niece of M. E. Harlan; she 
will be a great help to our Lord's cause 
here. We continue in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. Preached one sermon at 
Red Cloud on the 18th; one added. 
Brother A. C. Finch is pastor there now, 
and the work grows. 

L. A. Hussong. 


Fairbury, March 18.—Two weeks ago 


yesterday we began a meeting with the 
church here. 
is in charge of the song service. 


J. W. Hilton of Bethany 
Thirty- 


four additions up to date. Audiences are 
large. William Oeschger. 


Craig, March 12.—Elder J. B. White of 
Wakefield has just held us an excellent 
two weeks’ meeting. The work required 
was a revival in the church, rather than 
seeking new converts. This was ably ac- 
complished, and there were two additions. 
The fourth district will meet in conven- 
tion with the Craig congregation May 25 
to 27. An excellent programme is being 
prepared, and every church should be 
represented. Brother Samuel Swiger, 
formerly an elder of this congregation, 
was buried here yesterday. Brother Pet- 
titt, pastor of the Bast Lincoln Church, 
accompanied the family from Bethany 
and conducted the funeral service and 
also preached to a full house in the even- 
ing. The church is encouraged and press- 
ing on. C. W. Nichols, Pastor. 

Lexington, March 13.—Our meeting 
here is progressing nicely. Brother Wick- 
ham is preaching the old Jerusalem Gos- 
pel. The house is packed every night. 
We have a fine chorus and good music 
and thirteen additions. The meeting is 
eight days old. R. A. Givens. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Somerset, March 23.—The Somerset 
Church is moving on to larger things. Our 
apportionment to foreign missions was 
larger than ever. It is raised and we hope 
to make it more. Our meeting closed with 
twenty-seven additions. 

Thursday, March 22, a reception was 
given in honor of these recent additions, 
at which time the pastor, in behalf of 
the church, presented to each of the new 
members a bible. 

Junior and Senior Endeavor societies 
are taking on new life. An Intermediate 
Endeavor has been organized. Plans are 
also maturing for young men’s work. Next 
to the social problem the boy problem is 
the greatest the church has to solve. It 
is not reaching the boys nor holding them 
when they become men. Our plans here 
propose a work that shall look to the 
four-sided development of character, the 
physical, intellectual, social and spiritual. 
A sermon was preached to the business 
men recently on “The culture of a four- 
sided manhood.” These men are now re- 
sponding with moral and financial support 
for this young men’s work. 

The C. W. B. M. will hold its annual 
Easter reception on the evening of April 
16th. 

The Somerset Church wants its preach- 
er to keep up to date, hence has made him 
a delegate to the Congress at Indianapo- 
lis. Mrs. E. P. Wise. 


Pittsburg, March 19.—East End Chris- 
tian Church. Five hundred and ten added 
in the first two meetings here with Broth- 
ers Lhamon and Thurgood and their 
noble workers, and we are just beginning 
the third victory in a queer, hard field, 
with thirty added to date; thirteen yes- 
terday and six tonight. Brother Thur- 
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good and his boys’ brigade of eighty-two 
young men and boys came in a body to- 
night and helped us greatly. This build- 
ing never housed greater crowds than the 
last two audiences. Brother T. E. Cram- 
blet is pastor, and Brother J. Walter 
Wilson leads the music here. Will go to 
Kansas City next. Brethren, please pray 
for us. Fraternally, 
Charles Reign Scoville. 





OHIO. 

Columbus, 1068 Oak Street.—The Ohio 
senate yesterday, by a vote of 15 to 16, 
turned the state over to the saloons for 
two years more. The Clark local option 
bill was defeated. It was done so by the 
request of Charles Dick and Mark Hanna 
as the representatives of the state and 
national administrations. The Republic- 
ans are to be held responsible by the 
Anti-Saloon League. Thus, once more, 
all interests dear to the heme, church and 
civilization are sacrificed upon the altar 
of partisan politics. How long, O Lord, 
how long, shall we thus be sold to the 
saloons for a political job? 

On April 2 this scribe will have the 
privilege of voting for Dr. Washington 
Gladden for council from the Seventh 
ward in this city. It is such a treat to 
vote for a man in whom perfect confi- 
dence is felt that we shall feel like voting 
a half-dozen times. 

Some things of late in the journalism 
among the Dispicles of Christ have had a 
tendency to make the average man hang 
his head in shame. Some of our editors 
have surely been eating too much mince 
pie. We commend to them the thirteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians as a cure for 
that phase of dyspepsia. How fortunate 
that it is not contagious! At least the 
editor of The Century has shown no 
symptoms hitherto, and we sincerely hope 
that he may call in the allopath, homeo- 
path, osteopath, Dr. Dowie or Mrs. Eddy, 
according to his liking—anybody, so the 
disease is averted, for be you well assured 
that the disease, if not checked, is unto 
death. 

This reminds us of a fact so often illus- 
trated—that the progressive gospel al- 
ways wins. A negative gospel will always 
fail. That is why our “anti” brethren 
are doomed to extinction. They preach a 
negative gospel. They are more particu- 
lar to preach what they do not believe in 
than what they do. The. preacher who 
preaches a positive, aggressive gospel, 
and keeps at it, may not “have the house 
packed and people turned away,” but he 
will build up a solid and _ substantial 
church that will give to missions on 
principle, and that will know whereon it 
stands. A gospel of anathemas is equally 
fatal. May the Lord save us as a people 
and preserve us from such. 

District No. 19 will holds its spring 
convention at Fostoria March 21 and 22. 
This is one of the best districts in the 
state, and has done a remarkable work 
in building up new churches. So far as 
known to this scribe, Sabine, Wilmington, 
Bucyrus, Bowling Green, Bellefontaine, 
Belle Center and Mungen are without 
pastors. These are all good fields, and 
ought to have good men. In fact, where 
is the place that does not demand a good 
man? Surely all want such. 

As we listened last night in prayer- 
meeting to the testimony of men who 
have recently come to Christ and the 
contrast they pictured in their lives, it 
seemed more than ever that one soul 
saved was worth more than all the world. 
The last words of the immortal Knowles 
Shaw were: “It is a glorious thing to 
rally men to the cross of Christ.” Fellow- 
preachers, let us not lose sight of this. 
Preach the word. CA. F. 


Cleveland Letter.—The Clark local op- 
tion bill, a most conservative temperance 
measure, was killed in the state senate 
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National Lead Co., 100 


William Street, New 


RACTICAL painters say that when 
they come to repaint a house 
which has been painted with ready- 
mixed paint or combination White Lead 
(so-called), it costs more to prepare the 
surface than to apply the paint. 

The moral is to use only Pure White 
Lead, because it is not only more durable, 
but is always in good condition for repaint- 
These brands are genuine. 


For colors use National Lead Company's Pure White 


Any shade desired is readily 


obtained. Pamphlet giving full information and show- 
ing samples of Colors, also pamphiet entitled ‘“* Uncle Sam's Ex- 
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The Choicest Songs of Ablest Writers. 
Every Piece a Sparkling Gem. 
Musicians, singing evangelists and all whe have used it are unani- 
mous in pronouncing it without exception or reservation, 


The Best Christian Song Book Yet Produced. 


It exactly fills the want of our churches. 
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last Wednesday by only one vote. All 
that the measure demanded was that the 
people of Ohio be granted the privilege 
of deciding by the God-given right of the 
ballot whether or not saloons should 
exist in their ward or municipality. And 
that privilege—the very right of self- 
government, was denied them. Our two 
senators from Cuyahoga county, be it said 
to their eternal disgrace, voted against 
the measure, after giving the best ele- 
ment of their constituency every reason 
to believe that they would vote for it. 
One of these senators who voted on the 
side of whisky, hell and corruption is a 
deacon and prominent member of the 
largest Disciple church in Cleveland. 
Notwithstanding all the petitions and let- 
ters from churches and Christian En- 
deavor societies, letters from ministers 
and other Christian workers that were 
sent to him, to say nothing of the per- 
sonal interviews of prominent church 
members, to influence him to vote for the 
Clark bill, he betrayed their confidence 
and stood firmly by the saloons, with 
their scum and depravity and rottenness, 
and did it “for business reasons.” It is 
no wonder that the indignation of Chris- 
tians all over the state is up to the boil- 
ing point over the action of these law- 
makers who have turned traitors to their 
God, their church and their manhood. 
But the Anti-Saloon League is pledged to 
cut off their political heads at its first 
opportunity. What we need is a vigorous 
campaign of temperance education in our 
churches which will teach Christian 
voters how to split their tickets in favor 
of men whose manhood cannot be cor- 
rupted. The polling booth is the place 
to reckon by compound interest with 
these cowardly enemies of temperance 
legislation. May God help the Christian 
voters of Ohio to turn down the traitors 
who have betrayed them and their Lord! 

S. A. Cook of Shelby soon expects to 
locate at Willoughby. 

Austin Hunter closes his work at Aetna 
Street Church April 1. 

E. H. Olmstead. 

No. 26 West Hudson Street, March 20. 





ARIZONA. 


Phoenix, March 20.—It is once more my 
happy privilege to be at home. After an 
absence of almost two years, last Satur- 
day night, March 17, I crossed the thresh- 
hold and was again under my own roof, 
realizing the joys of home again. Dur- 
ing the months that I was absent I trav- 
eled from ocean to ocean and preached 
the Gospel in California, Pennsylvania, 
Illinois and Iowa, and have been instru- 
mental in leading scores of persons to the 
Savior. This has been by reward. 

The transition from the nomadic life 
of an evangelist to the comforts of home 
was forcibly illustrated by the journey I 
made from the East. Early on Thursday 
morning, when I took the train at Hop- 
kins, Mo., the thermometer was almost 
down to zero, and three days later, when 
I arrived in Phoenix, I experienced typ- 
ical June weather. It was a peculiar ex- 
perience to glide out of midwinter into 
midsummer in so short a time. Try it 
for yourself by coming to this sunny 
southland next winter. 

The season here has been unusually 
dry. Very little rain has fallen in the 
valleys, and there is no snow in the 
mountains, consequently the outlook for 
the farmers and stockmen is anything 
but encouraging. Mining, however, has 
never been carried on more extensively 
or with better results than at the present 
time. Last year the mines yielded mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of rich ore. The 
output of copper alone was $21,000,000— 
an increase of over 500 per cent since 
1887. There is no “boom,” but a business- 
like development of the wonderful min- 
eral resources cf the territory. A few of 
the wide-awake ‘usiness men of Phoenix 





—members of the Church of Christ— 
seeing the growing demand for an up-to- 
date smelting plant, recently organized 
the “Acme Smelting Company,” and are 
arranging to erect a customs smelter in 
the near future. They offer excellent in- 
ducements to both large and small invest- 
ors, and, being men of irreproachable 
character and excellent executive ability, 
absolute protection is guaranteed to all. 
Full information can be obtained by writ- 
ing the company. 

Last night the church here tendered 
Brother L. O. Ferguson and his estimable 
wife a farewell reception, he having de- 
cided to accept the pastorate of the 
church in Modesto, Cal. It is a great loss 
to the church in Phoenix for him to give 
up the work. I am the only preacher of 
the Church of Christ in the territory, and 
the church in Phoenix is practically the 
only church. There are two or three 
other struggling congregations. I shall 
fill the pulpit temporarily, till Brother 
F.’s successor arrives to take up the work. 
I expect to go into the evangelistic work 
again soon on the Pacific coast. 

Cal. Ogburn. 
No. 321, East Jefferson street, March 20. 





ILLINOIS. 
Manchester, March 22.—Just closed a 
successful four weeks’ meeting at Ray- 
mond, Ill., under the direction of the 
missionary board of the fifth district. 
Paul H. Castle, pastor at Virden, did the 
preaching in a most effective manner, and 
his personal work and splendid social 
qualities added much to the interest of 
the meeting. Despite the fact that the 
congregation had neglected the assem- 
bling of themselves together for some 
years, the work was reorganized, money 
raised for preaching one-fourth of the 
time, and new and efficient workers 
added and the work generally revived. 
I will be in a meeting at this place with 
Ivan W. Agee doing the preaching; Guy 
B. Williamson, singing evangelist. 
Watseka, March 1/.—Uur . meeting 
closed last night with eighty-one added. 
Victor W. Dorris for twenty-six days held 
forth the Word of Truth to audiences 
that with few exceptions crowded the 
auditorium to the doors. No truer 
teacher can be found in our great broth- 
erhood. His fearless denunciation of sec- 
tarianism we shall not soon forget. The 
query box proved a valuable aid in get- 


ting the truth before the people, the 
evangelist always appealing to God's 
Word in answering all questions and 


proving his wonderful familiarity with 
the Bible. Eight religious bodies were 
represented among the converts who came 
to take their stand with us upon apos- 
tolic ground. Watseka has been thor- 
oughly stirred up by the truth presented 
by this eloquent and capable Christian 


gentleman. B. S. Ferrall, 
Pastor. 
Eureka, March 19.—Our church at 


Pleasant Grove (Kentland) Ind., where I 
preach half the time, gave last year $12.15 
for foreign missions. Our apportionment 
this year, $20. Raised last Lord’s day, 


$50.70. We are with you for Christ and 
wide world evangelization. 
B. L. Wray, 
Minister. 





KANSAS. 

Glasco, March 20.—Just closed a meet- 
ing nine miles south of Osborne, with 
four additions; also just closed at Osborne 
city, with thirty-three additions. Brother 
G. T. Black assisted in the Osborne meet- 
ing, doing most of the preaching. We 
expect to be able to enlist the Osborne 
church more fully in missionary work. 
The work in Osborne county is looking 
up, and the prospects are quite promising. 
J.N Beaver. 








IOWA. 


Remember Iowa day, April 1. 

Remember our motto—5,000 souls and 
$10,000 for Iowa in 1900. 

We covet the co-operation of every con- 
gregation in the state. 

Last year 187 churches contributed to 
this work—a gain of forty-four churches 
over the year before. 

Last year 245 churches gave nothing to 
the state work. 

We hope to secure an offering from 350 
churches this year. See that your church 
is among the number. 

Cur I. C. C. is doing a glorious work, 
but without more money it will break 
down. 

The I. C. C. is employing five men for 
full time and six men a part of the time 
thus far this year. 

We have given aid in quarterage to 
eight churches. Four of these can now 
take care of themselves without further 
aid from us. 

Places like Guthrie Center, Audubon, 
South Ottumwa, Waterloo and others are 
looking to us for aid, without which they 
will perish. The outlook at each place is 
very hopeful, and a little aid will help 
them over the hard places and to victory. 

In 1890 we had 240 congregations, 215 
houses of worship, 153 preachers, 19,853 
members and $2,407.33 for the I. C. C. 

In 1899 we had 432 congregations, 379 
houses of worship, 357 preachers (includ- 
ing our Bible students) and 50,000 mem- 
bers. 

Fifteen counties in the state have no 
church. 

Eleven counties in the state have only 
one church each. 

Thirteen counties have only two 
churches each—making thirty-nine coun- 
ties where we are practically unknown. 

In the northwest district in 1887 we 
only had four churches that were alive. 
We had seven congregations. Pleasant 
Grove, Highland Grove, Homer, Ontario 
and Boone had houses. Boone and On- 
tario were dead. Lehigh and Lake City 
congregations were without buildings. 
Lehigh was not meeting. Lake City was 
supplied by Dr. Corbin. 

We now have seventy-seven congrega- 
tions and sixty-two houses of worship in 
the northwest district. Forty-five of 
these congregations owe their existence 
to the I. C. C. 

In ten years through the agencies of the 
I. C. C. 12,635 souls have been added to 
the Iowa churches. 

We have fifty-three homeless congrega- 
tions and more than 100 groups of mem- 
bers looking to us for help, many of 
which promise a rich fruitage for a small 
outlay of money. 

If you want to make a bequest or place 
money with us on the annuity plan, write 
me. We offer you a safe investment and 
a good income on your money during 
your natural lifetime, after which the 
money will be used to win souls for 
Christ in Iowa. 

Will you not join our dollar crusade 
and become a contributor to our Francis 
Winlock $1 memorial fund? We want 
1,000 names. 

H. Ford, a student of Drake University, 
will cross swords with T. J. Sheldon, a 
Latter Day Saint, in a ten days’ discus- 
sion at Ortonville, beginning March 22. 
Two propositions will be discussed: 1. 
Resolved, That the Book of Mormon is 
irspired of God, in the same sense that 
the King James version of the Bible is 
inspired. Sheldon affirms and Ford de- 
nies. 2. Resolved, That the church of 
which I, H. Ford, am a member, is of 
Divine origin and agrees with the Word 
of God. Ford affirms and Sheldon denies. 

Our district conventions are well at- 
tended, the fellowship delightful and the 
desire for a closer co-operation is very 
encouraging. See plan of work in this 
issue. 
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At Leon we were delighted with pres- 
ence and help of D. R. Dungan. The 
most of the preachers present learned to 
preach under his direction, and it was a 
great delight for father and children to 
meet again. I was fortunate in being 
assigned with him to the same place. We 
were entertained at the home of Brother 
and Sister Castor. Brother Castor is one 
of the leading merchants of the city, and 
it was a great pleasure to be entertained 
at his home. Brothers Orr and Clemmer 
joined our party Wednesday night. 

Elder A. T. Kemp of the Leon congre- 
gation handed the president of the con- 
vention the following note, which is said 
to voice the sentiments of the entire offi- 
cial board: “I want to express my thanks 
to this convention for the rich feast 
brought to our town. I can now more 
clearly understand the words of the Great 
Teacher when he said to Peter, ‘Feed my 
lambs, feed my sheep.’ He never would 
have said these words if he had not first 
furnished the food. This convention has 
spread the table before us with the rich- 
est food of the southwest district—St. 
Louis, Des Moines and other places—a 
feast never to be forgotten by all who 
have heartily partaken of it.” Leon is a 
splendid old church, and she gave her 
guests a hearty welcome. Brother R. W. 
Castor is its new pastor, and has the 
work well in hand. Brother Castor and 
his good wife will do a good work at 
Leon. 

J. H. Stark has accepted a call to min- 
ister to the church at Oelwein. We wel- 
come Brother Stark back to Iowa. 

Robert Smith has accepted a call to 
serve the church at Lexon. 

Mark Williams will take the work at 
Kellerton. 

C. G. Stout was at Last Chance last 
Sunday. 

S. G. Griffith, pastor of the church at 
Cole Town, Ohio, would come to lowa if 
a suitable opening presented itself. 

L. S. Ridnour is in a meeting at Essex. 
Brother Ridnour comes to us from High- 
land, Kan., and is highly spoken of as a 
good pastor and evangelist. 

A. E. Cory began a meeting at Cla- 
rinda yesterday. Brother and _ Sister 
Cory will soon sail to the Hawaiian isl- 
ands, but cannot go at present on ac- 
count of the quarantine. He will hold 
meetings until the quarantine is removed. 
If you can use him, let me know. He will 
do as much work in as short a period of 
time as any man in Iowa. We want to 
send him where he will do the most good. 

March 19. B. S. Denny, 
Corresponding Secretary. 





Cc. W. B. M.—The northwest district 
convention at Rockwell City was a great 
success in every respect. Those on pro- 
gram who were unable to come sent their 
papers and the program was fully carried 
out. The weather was unfavorable, but 
the attendance was good and the interest 
and enthusiasm did not wane. Mrs. Hoff- 
man proved herself equal to the position 
of district secretary. Her evening address 
was highly appreciated. 

The largest amount of money raised was 
the amount contributed by Rockwell City, 
more than $100. Mrs. MclIntyre’s “Snap 
Shots” were requested for publication in 
the Index. Watch for them and use in 
your auxiliary and junior. All were 
pleased with Mrs. Lellard’s work. 

The maps, helps and pictures sent by 
auxiliary added much to the interest. 

The secretary organized at Woodward. 
They will also reorganize the junior soon. 
Mrs. Lellards reorganized at Van Wert. 
The pastor gave great help. We rejoice 
in these added workers. Mrs. Lillards al- 
so organized at Minburn. 

Ladies, do not fail to observe self-de- 
nial week and fill up the mite boxes. Re- 
member this money goes to the new work 
in Calcutta, India, and we want to raise 
$2,000 in this way, 
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Some auxiliaries did not send the $1 for 
convention expenses. It is not yet too late 
to do so. 

Now that your convention is over urge 
the auxiliary to help carry out all plans 
formed before the state convention. 

Annette Newcomer, 
State Secretary. 


Des Moines Letter.—The Munhall meet- 
ing closed after three weeks’ duration. 
About five hundred and eighty cards were 
turned over to the pastors of the city. 
These cards represent confessions. What. 
per cent of this number has become iden- 
tified with churches is not known. This, 
however, is only one of the criteria by 
which the success of the meeting is esti- 
mated. In this meeting Des Moines saw a 
united chureh for the time. The world 
saw that after all the churches are one, 
and the churches themselves learned a 
lesson of fellowship. The churches must 
unite. To spend energy, money and time 
maintaining a distinct organization and 
keeping before the world a system of the- 
ology, while the millions are perishing 
end the cities of our country are running 
off after the world, the flesh and the devil 
is almost to put upon Protestantism the 
brand of insincerity. If Jesus died for the 
world, the world is lost until it comes to 
know Him. The zeal of some partisans 
would indicate that Jesus died to save 
some form of theology. The different bod- 
ies of Protestantism are united sufficient- 
ly for many kinds of work. Why not join 
hands and go after the enemy? The mis- 
sion field should be divided, so denomina- 
tions would not compete. For the Chris- 
ticn church to enter a field where the 
Baptists, e. g., are doing a good work 
while there are millions of people beyond 
who are dying is a wrong policy for our 
own growth as a people to say nothing 
of its being a shameful barrier to the 
world-wide proclamation of the gospel. 

The good women of Iowa met with an- 
other defeat in their attempt to secure an 
election upon woman's rights. The bill 
came to an untimely death. But never 
mind, reforms never roll backward. The 
next century is woman’s century. The bill 
placing saioons five miles from the Iowa 
State University passed the senate easily. 
John Barleycorn is mad. The men who 
spoke against the bill invariably an- 
nounced themselves as temperance men! 
Wonder why they considered such infor- 
mation necessary! 

Who is to be the next mayor of Des 
Moines? That is the question, Whether 
‘tis better to suffer the corruption and 
vice of outrageous municipal government 
or take up arms against a sea of cuom- 
promising officials and by opposing end 
them by voting for Mr. Hartenbower and 
the citizens’ ticket. Mr. McVicar wants to 
be mayor a third term. Many think his 
administration has been wanting and 
desire a change. Monday next (last) tells 
the story. 

Bro. Joel Brown's visit to the east side 
church proved a benediction. His sermon 
was full of information and inspiration. 
He talks like one who heard the “Orphan's 
Cry.” Bro. W. F. Cowden of the North- 
west will speak at the East Side Church 
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next Lord's Day morning, and at Uni- 
versity place in the evening. 

Bro. B. B. Tyler of the United States 
Is to be at University Church the first 
days of April. 

There have been several additions to 
the East Side Church recently. 


J. M. Lowe, 
Sioux City, March 19.—Our meeting 
starts out fine; audiences increasing. 


Four additions last night, making twenty- 
four the first two weeks. 
Cc. M. Wickham. 





VIRGINIA NOTES. 


As the Christian Tribune has well sald: 
“The death of no evangelist since 
Knowles Shaw has sent such a thrill of 
pain and sorrow through Virginia as the 
death of Bro. F. M. Anderson.” He was 
walking on the railroad track presumably 
studying his sermon notes when killed. 
He had undertaken as financial secretary 
of the Virginia State Board to secure ten 
thousand, dollars for Virginia missions 
and would no doubt have succeeded had 
he lived until November. He was rapidly 
winning the esteem and love of every mis- 
sionary worker in the state. His home 
was in Missouri and his body was sent 
there for burial. Our sympathy is ex- 
tended to his bereaved loved ones. 

> 

The tenth annual convention of the Vir- 
ginia State S. S. Association was recently 
held in Roanoke, Va. The attendance was 
larger than at any previous convention. 
The writer’s address on the “Bible and 
Public Education” was warmly received 
by those present. Dr. Harper of the Metho- 
dist Church asked Bro. Shelburne to con- 
tinue the convention with some _ Bible 
studies and addresses in his church, which 
we did. We have a good nucleus for a 
strong church in Roanoke. With their in- 
domitable pastor the noble band of Chris- 
tian workers we met will undoubtedly ex- 
alt the cause of Christ in Roanoke. After 
giving a number of lectures and Bible 
studies we left Roanoke with an intense 
longing to return. We were entertained 
in the delightful home of Brother and 
Sister Meadows. 

> > . 

The Strasburg, Va., Church, where J. 
D. Hamaker, the bishop of the Valley of 
Virginia labors, will send one hundred 
dollars to the Foreign Society. Bro. Ha- 
maker also ministers the Word of Life to 
Galilee and Mt, Jackson, each of which 
sent $25 to the F. C. M. S. for the 
March offering. The cause of missions is 
safe wherever Bro. Hamaker preaches. 

University of Virginia. C. A. Young. 





CHICAGO. 

F. F. Grim has taken the pastorate of 
the Garfield Boulevard Church. The place 
of meeting is to be changed this week 
on to the Boulevard, near Halsted street. 
The new location is more inviting and 
will be a great improvement in many 
ways. 

Claire L. Waite is preaching regular 
at Keeley Street Mission, and the outlook 
of the work is very encouraging. 

John Givens has taken charge of the 
West Pullman Church. The future of the 
work is quite hopeful. 

The Austin Church gives a Sunday 
school entertainment next Saturday even- 
ing. Last Lord’s Day they were favored 
with the presence of C. A. Young of Char- 
lottesville, Va., who preached an inspiring 
sermon on “Visions.” 

Last Sunday was decision day at the 
Englewood Bible School. Eight of the 
young people made the good confession. 

The Maplewood Bible School gives an 
entertainment at Edgewood Hall Thurs- 
day evening. The proceeds to be used for 
the erection of a Sunday school chapel. 
This school was organized last Decem- 
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ber by Bro. Larabee. They now have an 
average attendance of about one hundred. 

Dr. Herbert L. Willet preached for the 
First Church last Sunday. 

A letter from Bro. E. W. Darst last 
week reports improvement in his health, 
but his return will necessarily be delayed 
a short time. 





INDIAN TERRITORY. 
Vinita, I. T., March 22.—I just closed 
a ten days’ meeting at Miami, with 
thirty-two additions. This is my fourth 
protracted meeting here in three years. 
They will build at once. 
F. G. Roberts, 





WASHINGTON. 

Dayton, March 19.—We have had four 
additions here since our last report—one 
by confession and baptism and three by 
commendation. And all goes well. 

W. W. Pew. 


MARCH AND APRIL 


ARE THE MOST DISAGREEAKLW 
MONTHS OF THE YEAR IN THB 
NORTH. 


In the south they are the pleasantest 
and most agreeable. The trees and shrubs 
put forth their buds and flowers; early 
vegetables and fruits are ready for eating, 
and in fact all nature seems to have 
awakened from its winter sleep. The 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company 
reaches the garden spots of the south, 
and will on the first and third Tuesdays 
of March and April sell round-trip tickets 
to all principal points in Tennessee, Ala- 
bama, Georgia and West Florida at about 
half rates. Write for particulars of ex- 
cursions to P. Sid Jones, D. P. A., in 
charge of immigration, Birmingham, Ala., 
or J. K. Ridgely, N. W. P. A., Chicago, Ill. 
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Bargain Book Shelf. 


Any of the following fine gilt-edge 
pooks, regularly selling for $3, will be 
sent prepaid while they last for $1.75: 
Friendship the Master Passion. .Trumbull 
Historic Note Book Brewer 
Kadesh-Barnea Trumbull 
Lands of the Bible (Sheep)....McGarvey 
The Money Question Shibley 


The following $2.50 books while they 
last for $1.50 postpaid: 


Studies in Oriental Social Life...Trumbull 
Under Ten Flags Z. T. Sweeney 


The following books regularly selling 
for $2, while they last, postpaid, for $1.25 
each: 

Blood Covenant Trumbull 

Doctrines of Sacred Scriptures (2 
vols.) 

How Nature Cures 

Parallel New Testament 


Any of the following $1.50 books at 85 
rents prepaid: 
Allen Dorman’s Poems 
Doctrines of the Jesuits 
Gospel of the Kingdom....C. H. Spurgeon 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture 
Gladstone 
Julian Sturtevant Autobiography 
Knightly Soldier Henry Ward Camp 
Love and I in Heaven, Poem 
A New Reporter 
Missouri Lectures (1883-4-5) each.. 
McGarvey’s Sermons 
Point of Contact 
Pointed Papers 
Recent Researches in Bible Lands 
Hilprecht 
Sanford-Sweeney Debate 
Yale Lectures . 


$1.25 books while they last for 75 cents 
each prepaid: 
A Daily Thought Sutphen 
Beckoning from Little Hands....DuBois 
How to Mark Your Bible 
Mount of Blessing Mrs. E. G. White 
The Hallowed Day Guirey 
What Jesus Says 


$1 books while they last for 65 cents 
prepaid: 
A Model Superintendent 
A Lie Never Justifiable 
Bible Stories Simply Told 
Conversion 
Design of Baptism 
Divine Order of Human Society. Thompson 
Hints on Child Training Trumbull 
History of Sprinkling 
In Tribulation 
The Sabbath, Its Defense 
Tabernacle Talks (cloth) 
Teaching and Teachers 
Treasured Thoughts 
Wolverton or Modern Arena....Reynolds 
Western Preacher Mathes 


A Daily Message (Clark) 

Our Unions (Wells) 

Cushing’s Manual 

Juvenile Revivals 
mers) 

Social Evenings (Wells) 

Elijah True Cigizen (Wells) 


This $4 set of six books, postpaid, for 
$2.50: 
Ourselves and Others. 
Aspirations and Influences. 
Seeing and Being. 
Practical Paradoxes. 
Character Building—Character Showing. 
Duty Knowing and Duty Doing. 
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The Christian Century is the most up- 
to-date paper that comes to my desk and 
I read only about a dozen that can be 
called strictly religious papers. 

Mexico, Mo. S. D. Dutcher. 
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See that the title page of 
the Bible you buy reads like | 
opposite page in minature. 
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“ Combination ” Feature, 
showing all changes in the 
King James Version. 
See that the pages of the 
Helps are clearly printed. 
Our Bible contains no indis- | 
| tinct Photographic Repro- 
ductions of type that can 
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scarcely be read. Our Helps 





S. S. TEACHERS’ COMBINATION 


BIBLE 


SELF-PRONOUNCING 


THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
tT P tH a NAL 
AND WITH THE For 
TIONS I ENT 
AND KLEVISEL 
AND OMISSION 4 
REVISED VEX 
LING ALL BIBLE RrADrRs 
LANCE WHEREIN 
DIFF Ee 




















Both King James and Revised Versions Combined 


uo the same page, but in such a manner 
as not to increase the bulk of the book. 
The King James version is the basis, an 
this version is read straight along from 
the text, while the Revised Version is 
READ FROM THE TEXT IN COMBINA- 
TION WITH FOOT NOTES. These notes 
give all the words and passages of the 
Revised Version where it differs from the 
King James Version. This COMBINA- 
TION feature is exceedingly valuable, as 
it gives all the advantages of two sepa- 
rate books with the convenience of one 
and also saves time as the two readings 
are always right before the eye. It con- 
tains all the 


Standard and Latest Helps 

to the study of the Bible prepared by the 
most Eminent Biblical Scholars. It is 
embellished with a complete series of fif- 
teen New Maps—the newest and best en- 
graved maps of Bible Lands, embodying 
the results of the most recent investiga- 
tions and discoveries. 


The Self-Pronouncing Feature. 

It is printed from large, beautiful, clear, 
new type anu all proper names are divid- 
ed into syllables and every vowel is 
marked and the syllables inflected, show- 
ing the sounds and accents as they are 
given in every standard dictionary, thus 
enabling the reader to properly pro- 
nounce every word. This feature is a 
great improvement and a strong recom- 
mendation for this Bible over others. 
This is the only Self-Pronouncing Com- 
bination Teachers’ Bible and is unques- 
tionably the best edition of the world’s 
best book. 

OUR FINE ART COMBINATION BIBLE 

This Bible is the same as the one de- 
scribed above, having the Self-Pronounc- 
ing and Combination features and all 
other helps and in addition is 


Profusely Illustrated and Embellished 
with numerous phototype engravings 
from the paintings of the world’s greatest 


ORACLE PUBLISHING C0., - 


masters, all drawn and engraved by the 
best artists, to illustrate the teachings 
of our Lord. They are printed separate 
from the text and make one grand pan- 
orama of pictorial embellishments that 
are as instructive and pleasing as they 
are ornamental and accurate. 

The growing demand for a wisely and 
faithfully illustrated student’s Bible has 
been fully satisfied by the introduction 
of our fine art edition of the Teachers’ 
Bible. It combines every valuable feature 
of the usual teachers’ Bible, with a wealth 
of descriptive and pictorial illustrations 
so superb as to distinctly separate this 
Bible from all others and place it im a 
class by itself. 

In Artistic Beauty It Stands Without 
a Rival. 

Each illustration is a speaking ser- 
mon, a gem of art, the handiwork of a 
master. The wonderful pictures not only 
beautify this sumptuous volume, but ac- 
tually interpret and make more clear the 
grand old truths of the Sacred Word. This 
beautiful edition of the Bible is indis- 
pensable to all students and teachers. 


Notice the Prices. 

This incomparable galaxy of illustra- 
tions has cost the publishers many thou- 
sands of dollars, and the preparatior of 
this Combination Bible, with all its “New 
Helps,” has involved the labors of a large 
number of the most eminent Biblical 
scholars and scientists of the world. 

This beautiful, large-type, Self-Pro- 
nouncing Combination Teachers’ Bible, 
French seal, “Divinity Circuit,” linen 
lined, round corners, carmine under gold 
edge, extra finish, publisher’s price $5. 
This Bible and The Christian Century, 
one year, for only $2.50, 


The Fine Art Combination Self-Pro- 
nouncing Teachers’ Bible, same binding 
and style as above, publisher’s price $6, 
and The Christian Century, for one year, 
for only $3. 


358 Dearborn St., CHICAGO. 
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A Union of Powerful Christian Agencies. 


The Christian Century aa Christian Mclodies 


The Best Christian Paper K Best Christian Song Book 
For the Home For the Church 


Education. ay Inspiration. 


Two of the most potent agencies affecting the condition and work of a church, in addition to the personal 
work and influence of the pastor, are religious papers in the homes and inspiring song services in the congre- 
gation. The religious paper is the pastor’s ablest assistant. A good Christian paperin the homes of the church re- 
lieves the pastor of more than half his burden. Nothing adds more to the interest and effectiveness of church ser- 
vices than the inspiration and power of new, soul-stirring songs 

The plan of churches supplying all their homes with religious papers is becoming quite popular and is des- 
tined to be a great boon to the churches that adopt it. We desire to encourage this plan. We hope also to en- 
able a large number of churches to avail themselves of the powerful influence of soul-stirring song services through 


the following remarkably liberal offer whereby churches may bé supplied with 


CHRISTIAN MELODIES FREE!! 


by sending in clubs of new subscribers to The Christian Century in accordance with the following requirements: 


For 25 New Subcribers, 100 copies of Christian Melodies. 
For 15 New Subscribers, 50 copies of Christian Melodies. 
For 10 New Subscribers, 30 copies of Christian Melodies. 


and three additional song books for each additional subscriber above ten up to twenty-five and four additional song 
books for each additional subscriber above twenty-five. Renewals can not count. Subscriptions must be new. New 
subscribers taking Bible premiums may count in the club, however. 

This new Song Book exactly fills the want of our churches. It is most admirably adapted to the use of Sun- 
day-schools, Endeavor Societies, Evangelistic, Prayer Meeting and Regular Church Services. Its unparalleled re- 
ception is a guarantee of its merit. No cheap or ordinary songs have been admitted. Every selection is a popular 
favorite. Its many new pieces are the choicest productions of the ablest writers. Noone is disappointed who 
chooses this book. There is universal satisfaction wherever it is adopted. The testimony of musicians, singing 
evangelists and all who have used it is unanimous in pronouncing it without exception or reservation the.best all 
purpose book that has ever been produced. It is mechanically perfect, neat, artistic and durable. The selling 
price is $25.00 a hundred, $3.00 a dozen, not prepaid. Single copy, postpaid, 30 cents. But here they are offered 


Without Money and Without Price. 


This offer is certainly liberality outdone. The subscription price of “THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY” is $1.00 
a year in advance. Twenty-five subscriptions would be $25.00. The price of the hundred song books is 
$25.00. Both are furnished at the price of one. Every church taking advantage of this offer is making a clear gain 


of $25.00, or is getting a full supply of 


Christian Melodies Absolutely Free! 


This is certainly a rare opportunity and to allow it to pass would bea graze mistake. If you can not se- 
cure sufficient subscribers you can certainly afford to appropriate the necessary amount from the general fund, of 
create a special fund for the purpose, thus supplyi ing papers to many who are unable to afford them. We sincerely 
hope that many hundreds of our churches will avail t hems'ves of this opportunity to provide their membership 
with such a high grade, helpful and inspiring paper as “THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY,” and at the same time equip 
themselves az/hout cost with a full supply of such delightful song books as Christian Melodies. 


ORACLE PUBLISHING CO. **stes°" CHICAGO. 











